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reported by the Committee on Foreign Relations; 
and last session we passed resolutions just as 
strong;and whatdid they amountto? To nothing. 
The British Government, instead of giving up 
their claims, had advanced the claim to exclusive 
jurisdiction over the disputed territory, and threat- 
ened to support it with an armed force. Under 
these circumstances, he was for putting the coun- 
try in a situation to meet the threatened contin- 
gency. He saw nothing alarming in the author- 
izing this volunteer force to be raised. They will 
beembodied only when the President shall call for 
them; and, being under his orders, they will not 
be able to march a foot until he commands it, 

Mr. MERRICK was in favor of referring the 
billto the Committee on Foreign Relations. It was 
an important measure, and should go through all 
the forms of legislation; and if it passed, it should 
be after full and solemn deliberation. ‘There was 
no man in the country more reluctant to go to war 
than he was. A war would be highly injurious 
to the people he represented, but he would not 
sacrifice the honor or the interests of the nation 
for the sake of preserving peace. He had no fears 
of any consequences resulting from authorizing 
this volunteer corps. They are (he said) to be 
composed of the freemen of the United States, 
and upon them we can as safely rely for obeying 
the laws as for defending the liberties of the coun- 
try. Weare about to adjourn, and cannot meet 
again for many months. We are threatened with 
invasion, and the danger is great that the threat 
will be carried into execution, My opinion is 
that war will come before twelve months are over, 
do what you will. Ought we, then, to adjourn 
without putting it in the power of the President 
to defend the country? 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, even at this late 
hour of the night, considering the position which 
he occupied in relation to the subject, the Senate 
would excuse him for asking their attention for 
afew moments, whilst he repiicd to the remarks 
of the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Sourn- 
ARD. | 

For my own part, (said Mr, B.,) I am not ex- 
cited in the slightest degree, but am calm as a 
simmer’s morning; nor do | believe that the 
Senate required a caution against acting under 
violent impulse. I confess that, throughout the 
whole proceeding, 1 have been only anxious that 
we should act with such coolness, such dignity, 
and such discretion as would secure the appro- 
bation of the country. This important object has, 
Ithink, been accomplished ‘The justice of our 
cause is palpable; and I have only labored to pre- 
vent it from being obscured by the adoption of 
any measure, in the assertion of*our rights, on 
which our constituents could be fairly divided in 
opinion. It was for this reason, that I came 
into conflict with the State of Maine in relation 
to the fourth resolution reported by the commit- 
tee. Although I preferred that resolution as it 
originally stood, because it was more precise, yet 
the change in the last clau8e does not materially 
affect the meaning; and it has procured a unan- 
imous vote in its favor—a consummation much 
tobe desired. Should Maine act in accordance 
with the spirit of this resolutiow, then, if war 
must come, it will find the county unanimous. 
On the part of Great Britain, it will ‘be a war of 
pure aggression, waged, during the pendency of 
peaceful negotiations, for the purpose of assum- 
Ing exelusive military jurisdiction, against the 
clear understanding between the two Govern- 
ments, over a territory to which she has not even 
a color of title. In such an event, the only al- 
ternative is war or national dishonor; and between 
these two, what American can hesitate? Force 
must be repelled by force; or national degrada- 
tion is the inevitable consequence. I confess, 
however, it is still difficult to believe that Great 


Britain will madly rush into such acontest for an: 


ouject So 'inconsiderabJe. This is a question for 
ter Own decision, All. we have te do is to stand 
on the defensive, and exercise forbearance until 


the shock of arms shall render forbearance no 
longer @ virtue, 
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I would ask the Senator from New Jersey what 
is there in this bill which is not preeisely in con- 
formity with the resolutions unanimously adopted 
last night? Which was the most important of all 
these resolutions? Was it not that one which de- 
clared that, if the British Government should, in 
pursuance of its avowed determination, attempt, 
by military force, to take possession of the dis- 
puted territory, that we would sustain the Presi- 
dent in defending the rights of the country and 
repelling this invasion? This is the single prin- 
ciple clearly and strongly expressed in the fourth 
resolution. What, then, do we propose to do by 
this bill? Merely to carry out this principle in 
practice; and that, too, in the mildest form con- 
sistently with the safety of the country. Would 
we not make ourselves a ridiculous spectacle be- 
fore all mankind, if we should adjourn, after 
adopting this solemn resolution, and leave the 
President without a dollar to defend the country 
in case it should be attacked? We first pledge 
ourselves, in the most solemn manner, to sustain 
him; and, when called upon to redeem our pledge, 
we prove recreant to this duty which, but yester- 
day, we imposed upon ourselves. Is there a single 
Senator here prepared to act such a part? 
The bill is, in fact, but little more than a con- 
tingent appropriation of $10,000,000, placed at 
the disposal of the President, to enable him to 
eall forth the miliua in execution of the Consti- 
tution and the existing law, for the purpose of 
repelling the threatened invasion of the disputed 
territory. Itis true that the term of service is 
extended from three to six months, and the Pres- 
ident is authorized to accept of the services of 
volunteers. ‘These are the only changes in the 
old law effected by the bill. It does not propose 
to add a soldier to the regular Army. Until the 
next meeting of Congress, it relies exclusively 
upon the present Army, militia and volunteers of 
the country, to repel the invasion of the disputed 
territory. Now, [ ask, what less can we do, 
unless, regardless of our duty, wg should de- 
| termine to adjourn whilst war is impending over 
us, Without providing any means of defense? 
And yet the Senator from New Jersey fancies 
that he sees in the bill a menace to England; and 
he dreads a rushing of armed citizen volunteers 
across our frontier for the purpose of invading 
the territory of a friendly Power. But what says 
the bill? Unless the contingency should happen 
for which it provides, these volunteers will re- 
main at home. They can never be embodied 
without the orders of the President. They can- 
not move towards the frontier until the event 
shall occur on which we have solemnly declared 
that we will cordially coéperate with the Presi- 
dent in defending the interest and honor of the 
country. What, then, is the inevitable conse- 
quence of the Senator’s argument? That we 
shall adopt no precautionary measures to repel a 
threatened invasion lest, perchance, they may be 
construed into a menace by the invading Power! 
| The gentleman has not seen the point to which 

his own argument would lead him. If he had, 

it never would have been advanced. Besides, 

this argument implies a want. of confidence in our 
| citizen volunteers, which I do not feel. 

If we adjourn without passing this bill, we 

shall richly deserve the reputation of being a 
Government valiant in resolutions upon paper— 
_a Government mighty in words, but contempti- 

| ble in action. We should become the scorn of 
our constituents. 

3ut this billis called a threat. A threat! To 

| prepare for war when an intention to invade our 
territory has been avowed, is a threat which may 
offend our powerful neighbor! Such was not 
the opinion of General Washington. He he- 
leved that to prepare for war was the best mode 
of preserving peace. Weakness always invites 
aggression, Fortunately, or unfortunately, for 
us, from the very . ‘ture of our institutions; we 
shall never be well prepared for war; but for this 
*very reason, when we have cause to apprehend 
‘immediate danger, our exertions ought to be so 


‘much the more vigorous. We now find that Sir 


| John Harvey is collecting agd concentrating his 
| forces, which it is said will amount to four or five 
| thousand regular troops, with the avowed purpose 
| of making a descent on the disputed territery, 
and placing it under the exclusive jurisdiction of 
England. When this danger is impending, shall 
| we place ourselves in the contemptible position of 
| resolving that the State of Maine shall be de- 
fended, and then reresolving that it shall not be 
| defended, lest it might give offense tu the British 
Government? We can never avert war by bage 
submission; and if we could, the people ef this 
country will never purchase peace at the price of 
self-derradation. If the British 
Government should ever complain of this bill as 
a threat, our Minister can point with confidence 
to the ietterand proclamation of SirJohn Harvey, 
in which he has first threatened to take military 
possession of the disputed territory, under the 
express command of his sovereign. He ean 
show that the menace first came from her Majes- 
ty’s Government, and that our proceedings have 
been purely defensive. This bill contains no pro- 
vision which goes further than adopting the ne- 
cessary means of self-defense, in case a foreign 
foe should invade our native land. If my neigh- 
bor should be in the very act of alempting to 
deprive me of my property by force, and I shoud 
stand upon the defensive, le might, with the 
same propriety, turn about and accuse me of 
threatening him. 

Whilst] am in favor of defending the just rights 
of Maine to the last extremity, | am-also dia- 
posed to inform her distinctly, that if, in viola- 
tion of the Constitution, which confers upon the 

| Executive of the Union the treaty making power, 
and in violation of the clear subsisting under« 
standing between the parties, she will become the 
aggressor, and attempt permanently to occupy 
the disputed territory by force, we are under no 
constitutional obligation to come to her aid, how- 
ever difficult it might be even in such a case, to 
resist her appeal. In the language of the amend- 
ment made to the fourth resolution, it is her duty 
to leave the ultimate vindication of her rights to 
the General Government, to which it rightfully 
and constitutionally belongs. Hands off from 
this territory on both sides, while negotiations 
are pending. During this period, the question 

| belongs exclusively to the General Government. 

| It would be forever a source of regret, both to 
Maine herself and to the whole country, if she 
should not withdraw her forces from this terri- 
tory, in case Sir John Harvey should set her the 
example, desisting from attempting its military 
occupation. 

I deprecate war; but in a just eause I do not 
dread it. If it should come now, it will be inev- 
itable, and we may appeul to the world for the 

| justice of our cause. Our course has hitherto 
| been correct jn asserting our rights. IL trust and 
| believe that Maine will not embarrass us in par- 
| suing itio the end. That she has cause to com- 
plain, I eheerfully admit; but let her continue to 
rely upon the General Government, and when 
the crisis shall arrive, if arrive it must, she will 
find the country as one man rushing to her 
rescue. On the contrary, should the patriotic, 
| but exeited, feeling which now seems to pervade 
| her citizens, drive them into acts of aggression, 
land involve us in war, the best cause will be 
weakened by such conduct, and distraction and 
division among the citizens of the other States 
| may be the consequence. Let ter be prudentas 
| well as firm. This controversy must soon be 
| ended, either by negotiation or by arms. Let 
| her patiently and patrioticaliy await the reeult, 
| unless the territory should be actually invaded. 
The question was here taken on Mr. Sourn- 
| arp's motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
| on Foreign Relations, and lost without» division. 

Mr. SOUTHARD then addressed the Senate 
iN Opposition to the Intl, reeapitulating (he arga- 
ments used by him when first ap. 

Mr. WALKER said hedid not rise at this late 

| hour te mike a speech i favor of this bill, bat 
| to appeal to the Senator from New Jersey, [Mr 


No, sir; never, 


| 
} 
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Sourmanp,] and beseech him, by his love of coun- t longer, and that they must be settled at once or | 


try and regard for its honor and its 4 oT not to | 
vote against this bill. It was not the bill that the 

Senator supposed it was. He certainly could not 
have had an opportunity of understanding it 
truly. He appealed to the Senator not to prevent 
a unanimous vote of this body in favor of a 
measure so essentially necessary for the honor 
and safety of the country. He fully believed that 
the Senator regarded the rights and liberties of 
his country as much as any man on that floor; 


he high attitude we assumed towards France, || 
notwithstanding her complaints of insult, settled | 
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March 2, 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Py). 


= a rupture between the two countries. || lic Lands, laid before the House a letter from the 
| 


Commissioner of the Gencral Land Office, in ro. 
lation to the removal of the surveyor general’s 


the controversy with her that had lasted for a || office from Cincinnati; which was referred to the 


| 


quarter of a ar Pass this bill, and the pres- || 
ent controversy will be settled in twelve months. || 


Instead of its being a war measure, I, for one, || 


1} 
1} 


pronounce it to be a peace measure. It will pre- 
serve peace between the twocountries. If you do 


and he had not a doubt but if he understood this ape end in a war which will last for years. 


bill properly, he would give ithis support. Every 


e stood upon that noble maxim of the late Pres- 


vote given against this bill will be regarded by | ident of the United States, that we desired noth- 


Great Britain as an invitation, on the part of the | 


| 


ing from foreign nations but what was right, and 


Senator who gave it, to persist in her unreason- || would submit to nothing that was wrong. 


able pretensions, and never to surrender her | 


Mr. SOUTHARD here moved to strike out 


claims to this disputed territory. Not to pass | the provision in the bill for raising fifty thousand 


this bill would be dishonorable, when we had | 


volunteers; which motion was rejected—yea 1, 


declared that Great Britain had not a shadow of || nays 38; as follows: 


claim to this disputed territory, and that we would | 
consider her taking possession of it as an invasion 


of the territory of the United States, that would 1 


justify the President, under the Constitution, in 
calling out the militia to repel it. When, in addi- 


| 
| 


YEA—Mr. Southard—1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Davis, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 


|| vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, 


Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 


tion to this, we had pledged ourselves to the State || Swilt, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Wil- 
of Maine to sustain her, would it not be dishon- || !iams ot Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and 


orable to vote down the only measure that would | 
enable the President to carry into effect the rec- 
ommendations of the Senate? If we should send 
a minister to England after this bill had been neg- 
atived by the Senate, the British Ministry would 
laugh him to scorn. 

And under what circumstances are we to refuse 
to pass this bill? From all the official informa- 
tion that is before us, we learn that the Governor 
of New Brunswick says that he is positively in- 
structed by the British Government to take pos- 
session of this disputed territory, and that he is 
determined to do it with all the hone of the pro- 
vincial Government, both regulars and militia. 


Young—38. 
The question was then taken on ordering the 
bill to a third reading; and it was carried by a 


unanimous vote—yeas 41; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, Mouton, | 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Robinson, Roane, Ruggies, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, | 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Walker, 
Wall, Webster, White, Williams of Mainc, Williams of 
Mississippi, Wright, and Young—4l. 


The bill was then read the third time, and | 
passed unanimously. 


There is a threat, and not merely a threat, for it || P85 four o’clock, a. m. 


has been followed up by an actual call for militia, | 
and by armed troops marching into the disputed | 


territory. We shall disgrace ourselves by return- | 
y y 


ing to our homes, and leaving a sister State un- | 
defended, when she has been threatened with in- 

vasion. Under these circumstances, he appealed 

to the love of country of the Senator from New | 
Jersey—for he believed that patriotism beats in | 
his bosom as strong as in that of any other Sen- 
ator—to let the vote on this bill be a unanimous 
one by adding his voice in its favor, so that, when 
our adininter went to England, he might go armed 
with the strongest powers of the country. He 
knew that there were those within the sound 7 


his voice who, armed with such a moral power/ | 


as this bill, passed by the unanimous consent of 
both Houses of Congress, would give them, could 
not fail of bringing this controversy to a success- | 
ful and happy termination. 

Mr. NI ES 


perfectly acceptable to the members of this body, || 


with but one selitary exception. We all agree in 
this matter, that we are for preserving the peace 
of the country if we can do so without sacrificing 
our honor. The only question, then, is, whether 
the assuming the attitude the bill proposes, by 
clothing the President with power to arm for de- 
fense only, on the one hand, and proposing to | 
open a new negotiation on the other, the latter | 


enator from New Jersey apprehends? Now, he 
had no such apprehensions. All the Senator’s 
objections were, in his view, founded in error. | 
No vo&inteers could be organized until the Pres- 
ident called for them by his proclamation, and | 
when they were organized they would be in the 
service of the United States; and no matter what | 
thre state of excitement on the Canada borders | 
was, they could not march a foot without orders. | 
But he would pass over this objection, as it could | 
not be ee by any show of reason. The | 
only plausible objection raised was, whether Great | 
Britain might not consider the authorizing this | 
volunteer force as some sort of a menace; as com- | 
ing to her with the olive branch in one hand and | 
the sword in the other? This was possible; but | 


what would be the ultimate effect of assuming this 
attitude? It would produce this effect: it would 
convince the British Government that we are in 
earnest in this matter, and that, though we have 
a strong desire for peace, yet we are not willing 
to delay the settlement of, these difficulties any 





counted. 
ers will be frustrated by the former, as the | 


| merce, reported a resolution discharging that com- 
| mittee from all its unfinished business. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 2, 1839. 


On motion of Mr. NOYES, three other mem- || 


bers were added to the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills. 

The unfinished business of the morning being | 
the report of the select committee on Virginia rev- 
olutionary claims, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a suspension of the 
rules for the morning hour to take up business on | 
the Speaker’s table, and allowing the committees 
to report; but, ona division, there being—ayes | 
35, noes 37—no quorum, 

Mr. MALLORY moved a call of the House; | 
which was ordered, and proceeded in till a quo- | 
rum appeared, when it was dispensed with, and | 


an. HOPKINS withdrew his motion, and Mr. || 
: re Se | H. then asked leave to submita resolution similar || 
said he rejoiced to sce this bill 80 || 1, that offered yesterday by Mr. Gray, to pay the | 
little boys, &c., $250 extra for the session. It || 


being objected to, Mr. H. moved a suspension of || 


the rules; but it was ineffectual. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules till | 
half past eleven o’clock, to enable the committees | 


|| 

| 

not pass it, it will protract the negotiation, and 
| 


| 
| 





same Committee of the Whole having charge of 
the bill on that subject, and ordered to be printed 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committe, 
on the Judiciary were discharged from all the un. 
finished business before them. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the Com. 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill confirming certain land 
claims in Louisiana. 

Mr. G. moved it be put on its engrossment, 

Messrs. BRIGGS and FILLMORE insisted 
that it should be committed, as itinvolved an ap- 
propriation of money. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, explained the 
character of the claims, and urged the importance 
of acting upon them promptly, contending thatit 
was not necessary to refer the bill to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole, which reference might pre- 
vent its being passed at this session. As objection 
had been made to its involving an appropriation, 
which was only $500, he would remove that dif- 
ficulty by moving to strike it out. 

Mr. FILLMORE. But it seems to appropriate 
indirectly a large quantity of land. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the reference of the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which motion, after some remarks 
from Mr. HARLAN, was agreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, from the same 
committee, reported, with an amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De Lucy; 
and the amendment having been concurred in, 
the bill was committed. 

He also, from the same committee, reported, 


And the Senate adjourned at twenty minutes without amendment, Senate bill for the relief of 


Sebastian Butcher and the other heirs of Barthol- 
omew Butcher. 
Mr. CRABB, from the same committee, re- 


| ported, without amendment, Senate bill for the 


relief of the heirs of Miguel Eslava. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to pre- 
pare a plan forthe reorganization of the Indian department, 


and to report the same to this House at the next session of 
Congress. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of New 
Hampshire, the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Samuel Whidden, and 


| said petitioner have leave to withdraw his peti- 


tion. 

Also, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Gilbert Vroman. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affaifs, to which had been referred the mes- 
sage of the President of the United States of the 
27th instant, relating to Mexico, reported the 
following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the unreasonable procrastination which 
has attended every step on the part of Mexico in the prog- 
ress of the negotiations between the two Governments, for 
many years past, justifies a hope that the Minister who is 
about to be sent to that country by the President, will press 
for a speedy and definite setulement of the demands which 


' 
| 
| 
j 


to report; which was agreed to—ayes 89, noes not | have so repeatedly, but imeffectually, bee made upon 


Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committce on Com- | 


Mr, C. moved that the annual report of im- | 
ports and exports, which there had not been suf- | 
ficient time to prepare, be printed during the re- | 
cess, together with ten thousand exira copies; | 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House designate one 
member of the Committee of Claims, who is elected a mem- 
ber of the next Congress, whose duty it shall be during the | 
recess to attend at the seat of Government and examine all 
petitions, memorials,and resolutions committed to that com- 
mittee, and not acted upon at the present session, and to 
prepare reports thereon for the action of the Committee of | 
Claims at the next session of Congress. | 

Mr. MERCER remarked that the member | 
must be first sworn and qualified. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said it was doubtful 
whether the House had power to adopt such a 
resolution; and, therefore, he moved to lay it on 
the table; which was agreed to. 








|| Mexico by the Government of the United States. 








Resolved, That this House willimpatiently expect the re- 
sult of this mission ; and if it shall prove unavailing, will 


|| sustain the executive branch of the Governmentinany ulte- 


rior measures Which may become necessary. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee on 
| Foreign Affairs, reported a resolution, which was 
concurred in, to discharge the committee from 
the further consideration of sundry memorials 
asking for the opening of international relations 
with Hayti. i 

Mr. CUSHING, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution; which was 
concurred in: 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom have been 
referred sundry messages from the President of the United 
eo in regard to the relations of the United States and 

t Britain, report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the said messages, and documents accom- 
panying the same, be laid on the table, and ten thousand 
extra copies of document Nos. 1810 and 183 be printed for 
the use of the House. & ; 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill for the relief of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat Company. 
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Mr.GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
mittee on Private Land Claims, reported, on | 
leave, without amendment, Senate bill to settle || an incidental question, it was precisely one of | 


from the Cian 


the title to certain tracts of land in the State of 
Arkansas. 


ension of the rule, for the purpose of taking up 
the bill from the Senate in addition to the act to 
promote the progress of the useful arts; which 
was agreed to, the bill read twice, and committed. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported the following resolution; 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the @nited States be re- 


quested to consider the expediency of opening or contin- 
uing negotiations with the Governments of other nations, 


and particularly with those who-e territorial jurisdiction | 


comprehends the Isthmus of Panama, and to which the 
United States have accredited ministers or agents, for the 

e of ascertaining the practicability of opening a com- 
munication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by 
the construction of a ship channel or canal across the isth- 
mus, and of securing forever, by suitable treaty stipula- 
tions, the free and equal right of navigating such canal to 
all nations, on the payment of reasonable tolls, 


Mr. M. also, from the select committee to 





| 


Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, moved a sus- || 


{ 
j 


| Bring it home to the ordinary occurrences of life. 


in intricacy, that no common man could unravel 


which had been referred the bill to alter the mode || 
of appointing certain officers of the United States, | 
and for other purposes, offered the followeng res- | 


olution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before the House of Representatives, as early 
as convenient after the commencementof the next session 
of Congress, a list of all the officers of the Government who 


derive their appointment from the nomination of the Presi- | 


dent and concurrence of the Senate who have been re- 


moved from office since the 3d of March, 1789, denoting in | 


each list their number and grade, and the dates of their re- 
spective removals; also, a like list of the names of those 
officers whose terms of service being limited to four yeara 


were not renominated to the Senate at the expiration of | 
} 


their commissions. 


Mr. HOWARD moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. MERCER demanded the yeas and nays | 


on that motion. 
Mr. HOWARD called for the special order. 


Mr. MERCER moved to suspend it for the pur- | 
pose of acting on this resolution, and asked for | 


the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 

Mr. HOWARD withdrew his motion. 

The resolution was then agreed to; and 

Mr. GRAVES called up the resolution sub- 
mitted by him some time since, to inquire into 
the alleged defalcation of Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, late 
district attorney in Pennsylvania. 

Objection was made; and Mr. G. mpved a sus- 
pension of the rules; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KEIM said he earnestly hoped the resolu- 
tion would be adopted. The friends of Mr. In- 
gersoll, as well as that gentieman himself, were, 
and always had been, exceedingly desirous that 
afullinvestigation into all his accounts and trans- 
actions with the Government should be gone into; 
and the more so as this was one of the proudest 
charges of his enemies. 

The resolution was ghen agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD then renewed the demand for 
the special order; which was agreed to. 


MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 


The House then, in pursuance of the special | 
order, went into the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union, (Mr. Lincotn in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
in relation to the difficulties in Maine. 

Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor, but gave 
way to ‘ 
_Mr. SALTONSTALL, who made an explana- 
tion of his remarks of last evening. 

Mr. CUSHING then proceeded to discuss the 
merits of the question with reference to Sir John 
Harvey. Mr. C. was convinced that officefBhad 


misconstrued his instructions, and he adduced | 


facts which went to show it. As to the bill, he 
denied that it was a war measure, either on its 
face or in its spirit. What were the prepara- 
tions contemplated by it? Were they either ag- 
gressive or belligerent? They were not; the 

were purely defensive, and in conformity sek 
the act of 1795. Instead, too, of being an aug- 
mentation of the Extcutive power, derived under 
that act, it was a diminution; because the law of 
1795 gave the President general power, whereas 
this bill restricted it toa particular exigency—a 
Positive contingency—on the arising of which 
alone he could act. Having explained and advo- 
cated the provisons of the bill, Mr. C. proceeded 








| intelligible to every man. 


to defend the principles of the bill and the report, l liberate, one of the qualities which belonged to 


in reply to Mr. Brppie. As to the present being | 


those which the country could understand. 

The main issue, the question of boundary, was 
involved ina tedious controversy, running through 
a long series of ponderous documents. Not so 
with this. It was a question of fact, plain and | 
The State of Maine 
had been invaded, and that all could understand. 


A question of title toanestate might be so involved 


it; butif a trespasser fenced in half his neighbor’s 

farm, it was plainly understood. Moreover, the 

case of the Aroostook was stronger than that of | 
Madawaska. In regard to the latter,Great Britain | 
had set up a claim of jurisdiction on the ground 
of uti possidetis. But they had never before set | 
up to exercise practical jurisdiction in the Aroos- | 
took, for there the uli possidetis gave it clearly to | 
the United States, and we had always held over 
it full sovereignty. Mr. C. produced a map, pub- | 
lished by the House of Commons of England, | 
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| 


and also cited the commission of the Earl of Dur- || 


ham as Governor General of all the British North | 
American provinces, and which demonstrated 
that she herself then regarded the sovereignty over 
this territory as not belonging to her. After 
dwelling on the main points very briefly, Mr. C. 


| concluded, 


| State of Maine, he knew the character of the 


| unlawful acts of her Provincial Governor; but if || 


| rather than wote to coerce her to do so, he would 
| abandon his seat and go home. 


Mr. CRARY, after a brief review of the ques- 
tion, made an earnest defense of the bill, which 
he regarded as a peace or a war measure, just as 
it might be taken by Great Britain. As for the 


people of this country too well to think, for a 
moment, that she would recede a single step; and 


He hoped the | 
British Government would at once disavow the 


| she did not, he was prepared for the worst con- | 


| Persia, with the Burmese Empire, and the East 


|The blood she had so cruelly shed in Canada, 





| negotiation. 


sequences, Nor had he any of those terrors of | 
her mighty power which some gentlemen seemed 
to-entertain. Her relations with Russia, with 


generally, were of the most critical character. 


had weaned the heart of that Province from her, 


firm and consistent action, The act was not rash 
and indiscreet, as denounced by some, but it was 
the exercise of her unquestionable right to defend 


| her territory; and so far from disapproving, he 
| would esteem her course, during the short rem- 


nant of his life, as honorable. 
We had been so quiescent that the usurpations 


| of England had now commenced to assume the 
| form of rights. 


He wished to stop them where 
they are—send them back. ‘That there should be 
no further mistake, no futher delusion on the part 


| of England as to what our rights are in this mat- 
| ter, he thought this bill should be passed. 


If, 
however, gentlemen would offer a substitute 
equally firm, equally argumentative, he would be 
willing to take it, not without. 

Mr. LEGARE made a few remarks in reply to 
Mr. Apvams, and was understood to intimate his 
approval of the resolutions which passed the Sen- 
ate; and that he would not, on any account, vote 
this tremendous power, given in the bill, to the 
President, were he not of the opinion that he 
would use it with great prudence. 

Mr. BELL regarded the former proceedings of 


| Massachusetts or Maine, or of this Government, 


as of very little consequence to the present ques- 


| tion; because, if Great Britain intended ® assert 
| her claim by arms, she would give us an intima- 


Government. 


|| compromise must be come to. 


tion of that fact, or otherwise postpone it; and 
therefore we need not apprehend any violent col- 
lision till we have received information from that 
Mr. B. did not think the bill in its 
present shape could pass the House, and some 
He could not 


| bring himself to believe that anything like war 


would ensue. He had never questioned our right 
to the boundary claimed by us, and though he 
had anticipated difficulties, yet there was no issue 
of national honor now involved. All he thought 
the House ought now to do, was to express its 
concurrence in the views of the President, not by 
the passage of this bill, or the first section of it, 
but to grant him a sufficient supply of money to 


| execute the powers alread y vested in him, in case 


and her domestic relations were at this moment || 


being shaken to their center, 
war, but he would yield nothing to preserve a 
dishonorable peace. After some further remarks, 
Mr. C. concluded, and | 

Mr. ADAMS followed at length in support of 
the bill, and on the question generally. He said 
he should not be surprised that, if the Congress 
failed to do anything at the present crisis, it might 
be taken as an argument by Great Britain that 
this Government had left Maine to its fate. 


He did not desire |) 


the contingency provided for under the existing 
law of 1795 should arise. He had no objection 
to vote a contingent appropriation of $5,000,000, 
or more, and he had no great objection to the 
roposition to send a special messenger to Eng- 
and, if the Executive.desired it. 

Mr. HOWARD explained that the latter prop- 
osition was one emanating entirely from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, no member of 


which, he believed, knew whether it met the 


views of the Executive or not. 

Mr. BELL was glad it came from the source 
itdid. He then went on further to sustain his 
views of the non-expediency of action at.prea- 


,ent. They ought to do no more than declare 


She || 


would answer ** no”’ toall the claims of that State | 


to have her rights of jurisdiction respected. What- 
ever might be the action of the House at the pres- 
ent time, he believed the question would eventu- 
ally have to be settled by force of arms; and, for 
one, he was not disposed to have much further 
It was for this reason that he was 
disposed to vote for this bill, as a further notifica- | 
tion to the British Government—one which she | 
could not misunderstand—as to what were our | 
determinations. He was in favor of the bill, not | 
merely because this contingency presented itself, 

but to put us in a state of defense for any contin- 

gency that might occur. He understood it asa 

bill to arm merely for the defense of our soil, and 
not as an indication that we were determined or | 
expected to have war. England cannot under- 
stand it thus; there is nothing offensive in it at 
all. Every independent nation, whether weak or 
strong, has the right to arm herself up to the ears. 
The right to arm in self defense is a right of peace. 
Indeed, he was rather disposed to take a stiffer 


their own opinion, or concurrence in the views 
of the Executive, and grant him sufficient sup- 
plies for any exigency that might arisey till dis- 
patches were received from England and the new 
Congress could be called together. There was 
no necessity to go beyond this point. 

Mr. EVERETT remarked that the only point 
of controversy was this: that the British threat- 


| ened to take forcible and exclusive possession of 


i 





it 


the debatable territory, and this is what it is in- 
tended by this bill to prevent. But an agreement 
had been entered into that all further proceedings 
on both sides should be estopped; and after com- 
municating that fact, by the President, there we 
should have stopped, for no further measures 
were required. ‘They should not have permitted 
any serious ‘difficulty to have grown out of an 
incidental question. There was no necessity for 
this bill; for, in any contingency, Maine would 
not be left defenseless, as the law of 1795 was in 
force, and authorized as much as the Executive 
could possibly do in sixty days. 

At this stage, it being three o’clock, the House 


course than the bill proposes; for he did not alto- | took its daily recess. 


gether approve the section which proposes to send | 
a special Minister to England; he thought she 
had assumed a wrong position, and should rather 
send us a special Minister to explain what, in- 
deed, were her intentions. 

The President and Secretary of State seemed to 
regret the course Maine has taken; but, so far as | 
he was concerned, he respected and revered her for 
it; it was one sanctioned by the unanimous voice 
of her Legislature. The act of thatState was de- ' 


| 





EVENING SESSION, 


Mr. EVANS addressed the House for a short 
time in explanation of some portion of his re- 
marks made on Friday evening, which he ad- 
mitted to have been too severe on an honorable 

ntleman [Mr.Satronstatt] for whom he cher- 
ished the highest possible personal respect. He 
then precoated to express his entire conviction 
of the rectitude of that gentleman’s motives, and 
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acquitted him of the remotest purpose of strength- 
ening the hands of a foreign Power against the 
interests of his own country and State. 

Mr. ADAMS made a similar explanation in 


regard to Mr. Bippce, on whom he pronounced | 


a short but beautiful eulogtum. He insisted on 
his own right to combat the arguments of any 
other member with all the force in his power, and 
protested against its being interpreted as the 
slightest reflection against such member; and the 
strenuousness with which he had resisted the 
speech of Mr. B. was but a proof in how high a 
degree he appreciated the talents of that gentle- 
man, and their effect upon the House. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Jonn- 
son, of Maryland, to amend the bill by inserting 
a provision for the purchase of a site for a found- 
ery of cannon, 

Mr. J. supported the motion ina short speech, 
and then, at the request of Mr. Ronertson, modi- 
fied his motion so as to require that the piece of 
ground purchased should not be less than fifty 
nor over one hundred acres. 

The question being then taken, the amend- 
ment was negatived. 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the bill by striking 
out all after the enacting clause, and inserting the 
followiyg as a substitute: 

That the sum of $5,000,000 is hereby appropriated and 
placed at the disposal of the President to defray any ex- 
pense which may be incurred by the employment ofthe naval 
and military forces of the United States, and such portion 
of the militia as be may deen necessary to be called into 
service, to repel or prevent any actual invasion of the ter- 
ritory of the United States by any fareign Power, at any 
time before Congress can be convened to act upon the sub- 
ject; to provide tor which, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized to borrow money on the credit of the United 


States, and to cause to be issued certificates of stock, signed 
by the Register of the Treasury, for the sum to be borrowed, 
or any part Uicreof; and the same to be sold upon the best 
terms that may be offered after public notice for proposals 
for the same: Provided, That no engagement or contract 
shall be entered into which shall preclude the United States 
from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed after the 
expiration of five years from the Ist of January next; and 
that the rate of interest shall not exceed five per cent., pay- 
able semi-annually. 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of $18,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for outfit and salary 
of a special minister to Great Britain: Provided, The Pres- 
ident of the United States shall deem it expedient to ap- 
point the same. 

Mr. W. expressed his hope that the committec 
would be brought to a unanimous vote in favor 
of this amendment. It went toavoid all the dis- 
puted questions on the bill, and reduced it in fact 
to acontingent appropriation of $5,000,000. This 
was as far as he could go. The whole measure 
was, at last, buta menace; and, assuch, it would, 
with such a power as Great Britain, operate rather 
as an obstacle to negotiation, than an auxiliary 
to its success. He was willing to vote a declar- 
atory resolution like that he had offered; but he 
would not make the Presidenta sole judge of the 
expediency of peace or war, &c. He was will- 
ing to trust the present Executive in a matter of 
that kind as far as he would any man, because he 
was not of a warlike disposition—but a chieftain 
might hereafter rise, and plead this act as a pre- 
eedent. He believed the noise about war to be 


all humbug; but, if a war did ensue, he would | 
not go as far as these resolutions went, but he || 


would go further—he would ask President Van 
Baren for an office. 

A Voice. What will it be? 

Mr. WISE did not say; but observed that if 
this substitute should not be agreed to, he would 
then move resolutions generally similar to those 
which have been submitted to the Senate by a 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan.} 

The question being put, the améndment was 
negatived—ayes 73, noes 84. 


Mr. WISE now moved to strike out the sec- | 


ond section of the bill; which is as follows: 


Sree. 2. nd be it further enacted, ‘That, in the event 
of actual invasion of the territory of the United States by 
any foreign Power, or of imminent danger of such invasion, 
discovered, in his epinion to exist, before Congress can be 
conyened to act upon the subject, the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he hereby is, authorized, in addition to 
the present military establishinent of the United States, to 
raise a provisional force, to be enlisted for five years, or 
during the coutinuance of hostilities with any foreign Pow- 
er, not exceeding one regiment of dragoons, one regiment 
of artillery, two regiments of riflemen, and sixteen regiments 
of infantry, to be organized, in ajl respects, like the corre- 


sponding regiments now in service; and, also, to appoint | 


not exceeding One major general, four brigadiers general, 
and not exceeding One surgeon and one assistant surgeon 
for cach new regimeut; We regiments, general, and med- 


ical officers to be subject to the same laws and rules, and | league [Mr. Fitimore] was of the utmo 


| 


| like corps and officers now in service; and it shall be the 








| 
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to be entitled to the same benefits, of every kind, with the 


duty of the President to discharge the troops which may be 


| raised by virtue of this act whenever the occasion for them, 


as defined by this act, shall cease to exist. 
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st im- 


'| portance to the northern frontier; and that with. 


After the reading of a substitute for that sec- || 


tion, which Mr. McK AY was desirous of offer- 
ing when in order, 

The question was taken by tellers on Mr. 
Wise’s motion to strike out, and decided in the 


| affirmative—ayes 95, noes 78. 


So the second section of the bill was ordered to 


| be stricken out. 


Mr. McKAY (chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee) now moved to fill the blank occasioned by 
the above vote, by inserting the following: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the militia, when 
called into the service of the United States by virtue of this 


| act, or of the act entitled “ An act to provide for calling 


forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrections, repel invasions, and to repeal the act now in 
force for these purposes,’’ may, if in the opinion of the 
President of the United States the public interest require it, 
be compelled to serve for a term not exceeding six months 


| after the arrival at the place of rendezvous, in any one year, 


unless sooner discharged. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in the event of 


| actual invasion of the territory of the United States by any 
| foreign Power, or of imminent danger of such invasion dis- 
|; covered, in his opinion, to exist before Congress can be con- 
| vened to act upon the subject, the President be, and he is 


hereby, authorized, if he deem the same expedient, to ac- | 


| cept the services of any number of volunteers, not exceed- 
| ing fifty thousand, in the manner provided for in an acten- 


titied ** An act authorizing the President of the United 


| States to accept the service of volunteers, and to raise an 


additional regiment of dragoons or mounted riflemen,’ ap- 


| proved May 23, 1836. 


A member moved to extend the term of mili- 
tia service to twelve months instead of six; but 
it was negatived. ~ 

The question on Mr. McKay’s amendment was 
then divided; and being put first on so much as 
relates to the term of militia service, it was car- 


_ried—ayes 105, noes not counted . 


The question being then put on the residue of 


| the amendment, relating to volunteers, 


Mr. WISE. opposed it as going, in substance, 


out it the bill would be defe@ive and partini, 
Mr. B. said that, by the third section of the 
bill, the President was authorized, in case of jn. 
vasion or imminent danger of hostilities, to fit oht 
andarm the whole naval force of the United States. 
and, by that means, the bill provided, in the event 


| of that contingency, for the protection of the At. 


lantic coast, and of our trade on the ocean, as far 
as the whole naval force of the United States wag 
adequate to such protection; but it must be borne 
in mind that the United States had no vessels of 
any description on the northern Jakes or rivers 
which could be fitted out, or put in commission— 
not a single vessse|—not even a gunboat, did the 
United States own on those waters, as he believed, 
which could be used or made serviceable; and yet, 
in the event of hostilitics occurring which are jn. 
tended to be provided for by this bill, those north- 
ern lakes and rivers would be the principal theater 
of hostilities; and it would be by means of naval 
forces on those lakes that the country could not 
only be severely annoyed, but the frontier devas- 
tated. Hostile operations along the whole of that 
frontier must and would’ be principally on the 
lakes; and Mr. B. insisted that, if the bill under- 
took t®provide for putting our vessels of war in 
a state of preparation and repairs, in case of the 
contingency mentioned in the bill, it was equally 


important that the President should be authorized 


to purchase or charter such vessels as might be 
| obtained on those waters, and which might be 


readily put in commission and made serviceable 


| for the defense of the country. 


Mr. B. said that, as the third section now 
stood without this amendment, it provided, so far 
as we were able, for the defense of the whole At- 


'lantic coast; but no provision whatever, not the 
| least, was made for the northern frontier. It was 


| cessary, yet ifany provision was to be made, let 


to reénact the second section, which had just been 


stricken out. 
Mr. McKAY denied this, and spoke a short 


| time in vindication of the amendment. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved toamend the amendment 
by limiting the number of volunteers to twelve 
thousand; which was rejected. 

The amendment was then agreed to—ayes 101. 


So the House adopted both branches of the | 


amendment moved by Mr. McKay. 

Mr. WISE offered an amendment limiting the 
operation of the bill to thirty days after the com- 
mencement of the next session of Congress; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD moved to fill the blank which 


partial and unjust in this respect; and, though he 

trusted and believed that no contingeney would 

happen rendering any portion of this section ne- 
g any | 


it be general and impartial, and such as will op- 
erate for the benefit of the northern frontier, as 


| well as the Atlantic coast. 


related to the number of millions which the Pres- || 


ident was empowered to borrow to carry into 


effect the purposes of this act, by inserting “ten.”? | 
Another member (not known by the reporter | 
in the confusion which prevailed) moved ‘‘twen- | 


tw.” 
Mr. WISE moved ‘‘five.”’ 


The question being put first on the highest 
number, “twenty,” was negatived. 


And the blank was filled with the word * ten’? | 
| —ayes 95, noes 64. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved the following amend- 
ment: 
And to build, purchase, orcharter, arm, equip, and man, 


such vessels and steamboats on the norcdbern lakes and riv- 
ers whose waters communicate with the United States and 


| Great Britain, as be shall deem necessary to protect the 


United States from tivasion from that quarter. 


Mr. FILLMORE warmly advocated the adop- 
tion of the amendment, and showed to the House 
the defenseless condition of the frontier, 

The question having been put, 

Mr. BRONSON called for a count, and rose 


‘amid loud cries of ** question” and ‘ order;”’ 


and, order being in some measure restored, Mr. | 
B. said that gentlemen might ery ** question’’ as | 


loud as they pleased, but he shoul 
terred from explaining and insisting upon this 
amendment; and he would stand in his place and 
insist upon a hearing to the last day, if necessary 
to insure a hearing upon this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN declared Mr. B. to be in 
order; and order being restored in the Hall, 

Mr. BRONSON proceeded to say that the 


not be de- | 


Mr. B. said he had not risen to make a speech 
upon this subject, and would not detain the com- 
mittee; he had merely wished, in the shortest 
time and fewest words possible, to explain to the 
House the nature and propriety of the amend- 
ment offered by his colleague, [Mr. Pitumore;] 
and having done so, ht trusted it would now be 
adopted, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

An amendment empowering the President to 
arm all the fortifications was moved by some mem- 
ber not ascertained by the reporter, and nega- 
tived. 

Mr. McKAY now moved to amend the bill by 
adding thereto the following: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Tisat, in the event of 
either of the contingencies prov@led for in the first and third 
sections of this act, the President of the United States shall 
be authorized to apply a part not exceeding $1,000,000 of 
the appropriation made in this act to repairing or arming 
fortifications along the sea-board and frontier. 


Sec. 8. And beit further enacted, That, whenever militia 
or volunteers are called into the service of the United States, 


| they shall have the organization of the Army of the United 
| States, and shall receive the same pay and allowances. 


| this amendment, 


These sections were both agreee to. 

Mr. PRATT offered an amendment for the con- 
struction of three steam frigates. ; 

Mr. P. said he could not let this opportunity 
pass without saying a few words in support of 
IIe would much prefer giving 


a silent vote, if he could do it, and perform his 


dutygto his country. He was for peace, and had 
no Woubt it was the wish of lis country, if it 
could be preserved on honorable terms. But 


| whether for peace or war, it was due to the peo- 
ple that the country should be put ina state of 


defense. It is ourduty,as the representatives of 
the people and guardians of their rights, to see 
that the country be prepared to meet and repel 
invasion. He did not know thatsuch a thing 


was likely to take place, but we should make 


ready for the worst. We should, like prudent 
men, prepare for war; and for that purpose, we 
should place all necessary means at the disposal 


‘of those at the head of the Government. AS 


times do look a little squally, and os prudence 


amendment which had been offered ‘by his col- || dictated to us preparation, hu would suggest, a8 


hope 
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7 Ss ° ty , if . . 
the best mode of defense, the building of the three || Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, Werod, Moffaran, Molt, Hop- 


steam vessels in the shortest possible time. He 
said that the nations of Europe, with whom, in 
all probability, we would come in contact, are an 
age in advance of us as to the mode of warfare; 
they are keeping pace with the improvement of 
the age, whilst we are holding on to old systems. 
The whole mode of warfare will be changed in 
a few years, and we should be preparing for that 
change. He referred to the facility with which 
Europe could send her steamships and batter 
down our defenseless cities. He referred to the 
improved condition of the navy of England, 
which has in commission and now building fifty- 
three steam vessels, twelve of them ships of war; 
France has thirty-seven, and twenty-two of which 
are actually in commission; and Russia has eight, 
all in commission, He would not say more, but 
hoped the House would adopt the amendment. 

' Mr. PICKENS warmly remonstrated against 
thus incambering the bill with amendments, and 


declared, if it were persisted in, he should feel | 


himself obliged to vote against the bill so 
amended. 


The amendment proposed by Mr. Prarr was | 


rejected . . 

Several other ineffectual attempts were made to 
amend the bill; when, 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the committce 
rose, and reported the bill to the House. 

In the House, the bill being taken up, 

Mr. HOWARD proposed to concur in all the 
amendments reported by the Committee of the 
Whole; but a division of the question being in- 
sisted on, it was put on the several amendments 
seriatim. 

The question on concurring in the amendment 
striking out the second section of the bill (above 
recited) was taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beers, Beirne, Bell, 
Biddle, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Wiiliam B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cianey, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Corwin, Crabb, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davee, Davies, 
Deberry, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Everett, Ewing, Far- 
rington, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, James Graham, Grant, Graves, Grennell, 
Griffin, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, 
Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins, Robert M.'T. Hunter, 
Ingham, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Klingensmith, Lewis, Lincoln, Lo- 
gan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, 
Sampson Mason, Martin, Maxwell, McKay, Abraham Me- 
Clellan, McClure, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Mitchell, Montgomery, Calvary Morris, Murray, Noble, 
Ogle, Palmer, Pearee, Peck, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pick- 
ens, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reily, Reucher, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Southgate, Stuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thomas, 
Tillinghast, Titus, Towns, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. 
White, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 
rard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Word, Worthington, Yell, and Yorke—136. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, 
Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cam- 
breleng, Casey, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, De Graff, Den- 
nis, Dromgoole, Evans, Gallup, Gray, Harrison, Hoffinan, 
Holt, Howard, William H. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Henry Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kennedy, Le- 
gare, Leadbetter, Robert McClellan, Miller, Moore, Sain- 
uel W. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Piumer, Pratt, Rives, Robinson, Sergeant. Shep- 
lor, Smith, Spencer, Taylor, Thompson, Toland, Toucey, 
Turney, and Vail—56. 


So the amendment was concurred in, and the 
second section of the bill stricken out. 

The section extending militia service to six 
months was agreed to without a count. 

That empowering the President to accept the 
services of fifty thousand volunteers having been 
read, 

Mr. MALLORY moved to reduce the number 
to twenty thousand; which motion was negatived 
—ayes 78, noes 105. 


[On this question Mr. Wiittams, of North | 


Carolina, demanded the a and nays; but the 
House refused to order them.] 
The number standing at fifty thousand, the 


section was concurred in—yeas 153, neys 47; as | 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Anderson, An- | 


drews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bieknell, 
Birdsali, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Joon Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Con- 
nor, Crary, Cartis, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
Eimore, Evans, Ewing, Farvington, Richard Fletcher, Fitl- 
nore, PyyGallup,James Garland, Goode, James Graham, 
William Graham, Grantand, Grant, Graves, Gray, Gren- 
nell, Maley, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, arian, Marrison, 


| kins, Howard, William H. Hunter, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, 


Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Jo 


, seph Johuson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, 


Logan, Loomis, Maljory, James M. Mason, Martin, Mau- 
ry, MeKay, Robert MeClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 


| Clure, MeKennan, Menefee, Miler, Montgomery, Moore, 
| Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Murray, Ney- 


lor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- | 


ter, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Plum- 
er, Pope, Pratt, John UH. Prentiss, Reily, Ridgway, Rives, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Sergeant, Sheffer, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Smith, Southgate, Spence, Stuart, 
Stone, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toland, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Albert 8. White, Whit- 
tlesey, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. 


| Williams, Worthington, and Yell—153. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aycrigg, Beil, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, 
Villiam B. Calhoun, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, 
Davies, Deberry, Everett, Rice Garland, Griffin, Hall, 
Hawes, Jabez Jackson, Legare, Lewis, Marvin, Sampson 
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ments to the 


Mason, Maxwell, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Peek, Pick- || 
| ens, Potts. Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, 


Russell, Saltonstall, Shields, Slade, Stratton, ‘Taliaferio, 
Tillinghast, John White, Lewis Williams, Cnristopher 1. 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—47. 


The remaining amendments of the committee | 


having all been concurred in, 
Mr. GRANT demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House—ayes 103. 
The previous question being then pat, 


Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; but | 


the House refused to order them. 

And the previous question was agreed to, (cut- 
tinge off all further amendment.) 

The main question then recurring, on the en- 
grossment of the bill, it was decided in the affirm- 


ative by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 201, | 


nays 6, namely: Messrs. Cranston, Davies, 
Gippines, Maxwe tt, Srratron, and Wiser. 
The bill was thereupon read a third time, (by 


its title,) passed, and sent to the Senate for con- | 


currence. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that when the House ad- | 


journ, (the Senate concurring,) both Houses 
meet to-morrow (Sunday) at ten o’clock, a. m. 

He said that this was far better than continuing 
to sit, as the House otherwise would, till eight or 
nine o’clock. If it was a breach of the Sabbath, 
it would be as great in the one case as in the 
other, and the business. would be half done, in 
the night, instead of being done understandingly 
and properly, after necessary rest. 

Mr. CROCKETT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and being taken, stood— 
yeas 89, nays 91. 

So the motion was negatived. 

Mr. SHIELDS made a strenuous effort to get 
up the Tennessee land bill, (to issue warrants and 
grant titles for certain unoccupied lands in that 
State.) 

Objections being made, he moved to suspend 
the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were taken, and resulted—ycas 90, nays 61. 

There not being two thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House 


| go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, with a view to consider the Senate’s 


amendments to the appropriation billa still pend- 


ing, namely, to the Navy bill, the evil list bill, 


the Army bill, and the Indian bill. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to amend the motion 
by adding the Cumberland road bill, and asked 
the yeas and nays on this motien. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- 
tion on Mr. McKennan’s motion, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Ixcuam in 
the chair) at first pronounced this out of order. 

Mr. ELMORE appealed, and the House got 


into very great confusion. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore subsequently re- | 


viewed the decision and reversed it. 


The call for the previous question was sec- | 


onded by the House —ayes 67, noes 60. 
The previous question was then put and car- 


| ried, (cutting off Mr. McKennan’s amendment,) 


and the main question being on going into com- 
mittee, it was carried; and the House thereupon 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Briees in the chair,) and 
took up the Senate’s amendments to the 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MERCER addressed the House in vindi- | 
cation of Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones | 


from the charges preferred against him when this 
bill was in the House. He quoted Mr. Ivenam’s 


speech, and thén sent to the Clerk’s taBle 
from Captain Jones, which was read. 

The amendments of the Senate were al! 
curred in. e 


The committee next considered the 
. 


Con- 


amend- 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. BOND moved to disagree to the Senate’s 
amendment proposing to strike out the clause of 
the bill which requires the public printing for the 
Executive Departments to be done on proposals, 
and let out to the lowest bidder; and he spoke 
with earnestness against the existing practice of 
giving that printing at eXtravagant prices as a 


job to favorites, &e. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG ridiculed the idea of is- 


suing proposals for every separate picce of print- 


/ing which the Departments might need done. 


The amendment of the Senate was neeauved. 

The committee also concurred in an amendment 
appropriating $6,000 for the salary of a resident 
minister at Constantinople in place of a chargé, 
as at present. 

Another amendment of the Senate struck out 
the appropriation of five or six thousand dollars 
to comply with the contract of the Government 
with M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, for the 
publication of their Documentary History of the 
United States, and the item for distributing eopies 
of that work to members not supplied therewith. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House non- 
concur in this amendment. There was a contract; 
the books were published, and must be paid for. 
They lay rotting in the Secretary of State’s 
office, and ought to be distributed, 

The motion prevailed. So the House refused 
to concur in striking out this item of the bill. 

The committee next proceeded to consider the 
amendments to the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
There were three sections added to the bill by 


' the Senate—one to pay for lost horses of the Lou- 


isiana volunteers; one to allow the claims of the 
State of New Flampshire for the pay of militia; 
and a third respecting similar claims of Massa- 


| chusetts. 


{ What action was had upon them the reporter 
was unable to hear, the noise and movement in 
the House being very great. His impression is, 


they were disagreed to.] 


Another amendment had been made by the Sen- 
ate, inserting the substance of the fortification 


| bill, appropriating sums of money to complete 
| various forts, 


These amendments were concurred in; but not 


| untila very warm debate had taken place on ex- 


pending $10,000 on the fort at the Pea Patch be- 
low Philadelphia, pending a suit by a private 
individual who claimed the island on which that 
fortification stood as hisown property. Messrs. 
RENCHER and RANDOLPH opposing, and 
Mr. NAYLOR advocating the appropriation, tt 
was agreed to—ayes 95. 

The House being in Committee of the Whole 
on the Army appropriation bill, which had been 
returned to the House by the Senate, with an 
amendment providing for the repairs of various 
fortifications on the Atlantic coast, 

Mr. GRANT submitted an amendment to the 
Senate’s amendment, providing for the repairs of 
certain fortifications and military works on the 
northern and western frontier. 

Mr. BRONSON remarked that he found, on 
examining the Senate’s amendment to this bili, 
that the Senate had taken a bill which had been 
reported by the Committee of Ways ond Means 
of the House, making appropriations for the forts 
on the Adantie coast, and had appended it to this 
bill as anamendment; that this amendment to the 
Senate only previded for the forts on the sen- 
board, and made no provision whatever for any 
forts or military work on any part of the inland 
frontier of the Union. 

Mr. B. said he had endeavored to get the floor 
to offer au amendment providing for the repairs 
of the forts and military works on the northern 
frontier, and he was glad that his colleszue { Mr. 
aoe | had brought forward this amendment, 
which he deemed not only perfectly in order, but 
highly necessary and just. Mr. Bb. said he did 


|, not understand why it was that the whole of the 
il northern and western frontier was neglected or 
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left out by the Senate. If it was necessary to | 
repair the forts and military works on the Atlan- || 
tic coast, it was equally necessary to repair those || 
on the northern frontier; and he protested against 
these partial and one-sided appropriations which 
went to benefit and protect one section of the 
Union to the cxelusion of another; that bills had 
been reported by the Military Committee of this 
House providing for the repair and building forts 
on the inland frontiers, which it would be as proper 
to append to this bill, if in order, as the one which 
the Senate had added; and that, in reference to | 
the repair of the forts or military works on the | 
northern frontier, now actually occupied by our || 
troops, such repairs were necessary and imperi- 
ously required by every consideration of prudence 
and economy. 

Mr. B. said he had already, in some remarks | 
which he had the honor to submit a few days || 
ago, called the attention of this House to the de- || 
fenseless state of the whole northern frontier, so | 
far as any proper and sufficient forts and other | 
works of that nature were calculated to afford de- || 
fense or protection, and that sound policy would 
require the erection of some new works as well 
as the repair of old ones; and if it was now in 
order, he would submit (if he supposed it would 
be of any service) an amendment to provide for 
the erection of certain new works, Atall events, | 
under the amendment now under consideration, |; 
it is, beyond all doubt, competent to provide by | 
further amendment for the repairs of the present 
works on the northern and western frontier; and 
it should be borne in mind that the amendments | 
now offered by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Grant] were appropriations which had 
been recommended by the War Department, and | 
had undergone the investigation of the Military 
Committee of this House, and that that commit- | 
tee had reported them to this Tlouse, as recom- 
mended by the Department, except that he be- 
lieved that the committee had very much reduced 
the amount which was recommended by the Sec- 
retary of War. Under these circumstances, he 
hoped that the House would adopt the amend- 
ment offered by his colleague, and thus do justice, 
in part, at least, to that frontier. 

Tire amendment was understood to be disagreed 








to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee now rose and reported the naval appro- 
priation bill and the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill to the [louse, with the amendments 
of the committee. 

In the House, the amendments to the naval | 
bill were all concurred in. 

The civil and diplomatic bill then coming up, 

Mr. BOND called for the yeas nays on con- 
curring with the amendment striking out the item 
for doing the printing of the Departments under 
proposals. 

Mr. HARLAN and Mr. SMITH opposed con- 
currence. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG advocated it; and the | 
question was decided in the negative—yeas 73, | 
nays 90. 

fhe Llouse concurred in the committee’s disa- || 
greement to striking out the item for Clarke and | 
Force’s Diplomatic History. 

Mr. TILLINGIIAST proposed a recess till ten || 
o’clock in the morning; but it was rejected. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
1] 
j 
| 
| 
| 


THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. H 


Mr. ELMORE now moved the following vote || 


of approbation of the course of the Speaker: |] 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be presented to || 
the Hon. James K. Pox, for the able, impartial, and dig- |) 
nified manner in which he has presided over its delibera- |} 
tions, and periormed the arduous and important daties of 
the Chair. 


On this resolution a long and excited debate | 
| 


arose, in which Messrs, ELMORE, BELL, Me- 
KEN NAN, CURTIS, PRENTISS, WISE, and 
GRAY took part, and which was terminated by 
ademand by Mr. GRAY for the previous ques- | 
tion. It was seconded by the House, and carried |. 
—yeas 92, nays 73. 
[he main question then recurring on the adop- || 
tion of the resolution, it was decided in theaffirm- || 


1 
} 


ative—yeas 94, nays 57. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then went again into Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brices || 
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in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of | Mr. PIERCE would not have made eo 


the Army appropriation bill. 
The noise was great, the efforts of the Chair- 
man to preserve order incessant, but in a great 


_ degree ineffectual; and it was difficult to tell what 


was and what was not done Sy the committee. 
The reporter made out the following motions: 


Mr. MALLORY moved to concur in the ap- 


| propriation for Fortress Monroe, (Old Point Com- 
| fort,) and made a speech in support of the motion; 
_ but it was negatived. 


Mr. YELL moved an appropriation for Fort 
Smith, on the western frontier of Arkansas; but 
it was pronounced out of order, as inserting 


another bill into an appropriation bill, contrary 
| to the rule which forbids that to be done. 


Mr. GALLUP moved a similar appropriation 
for some work in New York; which shared a 
like fate. 

Mr. EWING moved to strike out the amend- 
ment for the fortifications in Charleston harbor, 


| and went into a speech of very great animation 


in support of the motion; in which he took occa- 
sion to retort with severity on Mr. Etmore, who 
had always opposed the Cumberland road, and 
who, he contended, was bound by his own prin- 


— equally to oppose the work in his own 
| late, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the ap- 
propriation for the pay of the visitors to West 
Point Academy. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, moved to 
strike out the whole appropriation for the Mili- 


| tary Academy. 


‘The motion was not agreed to. 
The committee then took up the section re- 
specting the pay for lost horses of the Louisiana 


| volunteers; which, after a desultory debate, was 


concurred in, 

The section providing for the payment of the 
New Hampshire claims for militia services was 
debated by Messrs. CUSHMAN, ATHERTON, 
REED, and SMITH, in favor, and by Messrs. 


/THOMAS and CAMBRELENG against the 


| allowance; when it was rejected—ayes 31. 


The section respecting the Massachusetts claims 
for militia services came next in order. 

Mr. LINCOLN went at length into a speech 
in support of concurrence; after which, 

The committee, on motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 
rose and reported. 

It being now half past three o’clock in the 
morning, a motion was made to adjourn, but neg- 


thatived. 


The Senate having insisted on its rejection of 


_ interest in the bill for the relief of the Springfield 


Manufacturing Company, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the [louse 
insist on retaining it in the bill; which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachu- 
setts, the bill was laid on the table. 

The House concurred in the amendments to 
sundry private bills, and also in a joint resolution 
of the Senate to meet again at ten o’clock. 

And then (a litle before four o’clock on Sun- 
day morning) adjourned, to meet again at ten 


, o’clock. 


IN SENATE. 
Sunpay, March 3, 1839. 


Mr. PIERCE moved that his friend the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, [Mr. Curmserrt,] be permitted 
to record his vote in the Journal on the passage 
of the bill giving to the President of the United 
States additional powers for the defense of the 
United States, in certain cases, against invasion, 
and for other purposes, as he was absent from 
extreme indisposition when the vote was taken. 

Mr. BENTON observed that if there was any 
one case in the world on which he would agree 
to dispense with this important rule, it would be 
this—in which the Senator was compelled, from 
extreme indisposition, to be absent when the vote 
was taken on an important question, on which 
every gentleman wished his vote to appear. But 
he deemed the rule of such vital importance, that 
it ought not to be departed from in any instance. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore was under the 
impression that, the rule being imperative, it 
could not be departed from without the unanimous 
consent of the Senate. 


‘ tion, but from the peculiar circumstances of the 
ease. An important bill to provide for the de. 
fense of the country had been brought in from 
_ the other House, and the question on its passage 
taken late at night, soon after the Senator from 
| Georgia had been compelled, from extreme jn. 
| disposition, after a protracted and exhaustin 
session, to leave the Chamber. Under these cir. 
cumstances, the Senator from Georgia wished his 
vote to appear on the Journal in favor of this bij, 

Mr. BENTON observed that the very decision 
made by the Chair was given when he first came 
into the Senate by Mr. Gaillard, the then Pre. 
siding Officer, who was one of the most urbane 
gentlemen he ever knew. Mr. Gaillard declared 
that, if the rule was not adhered to, there would 
be no termination of the business of the Senate, 
| If one gentleman was permitted to come in under 
certain circumstances, another gentleman would 
claim to come in under other circumstances, and 
there would be no knowing where it would end, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore said the motion 
was already decided on. 

Mr. RUGGLES asked leave to withdraw the 
memorial of Thomas Jefferson Smith, which he 
had presented some days since, for the reason 
that he had discovered that it contained language 
derogatory and personally offensive towards W, 
A. Whitehead, another memorialist on the same 
subject, whose memorial had been withdrawn for 
a similar reason by the Senator from Michigan. 
| He observed that he certainly should not have 
|| presented it had he been aware of the indecorum 
! in the language of the memorial, to which his at- 
| tention had since been called. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, presented several 
| joint resolutions of the Legislature of that State, 
| which, on his motion, were ordered to be laid on 

the table and printed, it being at too late a period 
| of the session to take any further order upon 
| them. 


| 
IMPROVEMENTS IN FLORIDA. 


] An act for the improvement and survey of cer- 
} tain rivers, and the repairs of certain roads in 
| Florida, was taken up; and Mr. ALLEN offered 
|}asan amendment a proposition for the United 
States to apply the proceeds of their stock in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal to the purchase of 
stock held by individuals, with the view to absorb 
the ownership of the stock; which was supported 
| by Messrs. ALLEN, WALKER, BENTON, 
and CRITTENDEN, and opposed by Messrs. 
| CLAY of Alabama, SMITH of Connecticut, and 
SEVIER, and was rejected—ayes 6, nocs 23. 
The bill was then read the third time and passed. 


SIXTH CENSUS. 


| 

| The bill to provide for taking the sixth census 
| or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States was read the third time and passed. 
| 
i 








} 
| 
j 
| 





IMPROVEMENTS IN WISCONSIN. 


An act to authorize the construction of certain 
improvements in the Territory of Wisconsin, and 
for other purposes, was taken up; and, after some 
remarks from Messrs. HUBBARD, WALKER, 
CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, BUCHANAN, 
and LYON, it was laid on the table. 


BILLS PASSED. 


A great number of bills from the House, the 
titles of which have been heretofore given, were 
read the third time, and passed. 


POST OFFICE BUILDING. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, stating that they had suspended 
the 16th joint rule, so as to permit the House ‘o 
send to the Senate the bill making an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a fire-proof building for 
the Post Office Department, and asking their con- 
currence therein; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up, carried through its 
several stages as in Committce of the Whole, 
and, by unanimous consent, read the third time, 
and passed. 


MALE ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to reconsider 
the vote on the passage of the bill to incorporate 
the Washington Male Orphan Asylum and Man- 
ual Labor School, in the city of Washington. 
This bill (he said) had passed in the course of the 
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evening without exciting much attention in the 
Senate, and he himself assented to its ‘ 
without being acquainted with its details. The 
truth was, he looked towards the seat of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, who he understood intended to 
oppose this bill, and not seeing him there, he 
supposed thathis objections were removed. Since 
‘the passage of the bill, however, he had exam- 
ined some of its details, and he was convinced 
that had they been understood, it could not have 
d the Senate. It allowed this corporation | 
to take charge of any unprotected orphan found | 
in this city, and work him till twenty-one years | 
of age, or bind himyout toany other person. The | 
pill also took the control of these orphans from | 
the chancery court, and left them there without | 
any remedy, wholly at the disposal of this cor- 
ration, whether well treated or not—a thing 
unheard of in the legislation of any civilized 
country. He did not use too harsh a term when 
he said, that this bill authorized the corporation 
to catch every unprotected orphan in the District, 
and hold them in servitude. The bill was de- | 
ding to this unfortunate class of persons, and | 
was opposed to principles that had been deemed | 
sacred for ages. By the laws of the country | 
from which we have derived our jurisprudence, | 
the care of these orphans is souldea to one of | 
their highest judicial tribunals; but this bill takes | 
the orphan from the courts, and turns him over, 
without appeal, to an irresponsible corporation. 

Mr. ALLEN thanked his friend from Alabama 

for calling the attention of the Senate to this sub- 
ject. The principle of the bill was simply this: 
it was to incorporate a few citizens-of the District 
to take charge of all the unfortunate orphan chil- 
dren found within its limits, and to work them | 
till of age. The bill did not impose on the corpo- 
ration the obligation of teaching these children 
trades, or, in fact, of teaching them anything at | 
all. The whole of the unfortunate orphan chil- | 
dren of this District whv have no one to protect 
them are to be turned over to this corporation, to 
be worked as slaves till they are twenty-one years | 
of age. And this wa@ not all; this corporation | 
was to have the power of transferring the services 
of these children to any one they pleased; and no | 
court whatever would have the power of releasing 
them from servitude. He would undertake to say 
that, if the whole history of the civilized world 
_was searched into, a parallel to this bill could not 
be found. It was odious for its injustice, odious 
for its cruelty, and odious for its rapacity; and 
the whole of this odious principle was covered up 
ina mass of words. It was very imposing, too, 
in its title, being called, or rather miscalled, an 
orphan asylum. If there was anything true on 
earth, it was that governments should be the pro- 
tectors of the poor, the fatherless, and the needy; 
and here you propose to turn over the most un- 
fortunate of these to a heartless corporation to be 
worked as slaves. Mr. A. contended that, though | 
Congress, as the local Legislature of the District, 
had the guardianship of these orphans, it had no | 
right to transfer them to a corporation. Nothing 
could be said to justify this bill. 

Mr. WALL made a few remarks in defense of 
the bill, contending that it was not liable to the 
ojections of the Senators from Ohio and Alabama, 
and went into a history of the rise and progress 
of the institution, which, he said, was founded in 
motives of benevolence. 

After some remarks from Mr. CLAY, of Ala- 
bama, 

The question was taken on the reconsideration; 
which was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid on the table. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, stating that they had non-con- 
curred in the amendments of tiie Senate to the 
bill making speropencee for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 
1839. The amendments were—first, to strike 
out the provision that the printing of the Execu- 
tive Departments should be done by contract; 
and the second was, striking out the provision 
for distributing copies of the Documentary His- 
tory of the United States to the members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate insist, 
and thata conference with the House be asked; 
which was agreed to, 
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Numerous bills from the House were acted on 


. 
, 


o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee of confer- | 


ence appointed to consider the disagreement of 
the two Houses on the amendments of the Senate 


GLOBE. 
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‘the report of the conferees, together with all the 


after which the Senate took a recess until six || papers, should first be presented to the House 


that assented tothe conference. Under this rule, 

| therefore, the report and papers were sent by the 
Secretary to the House of Representatives. 

A message was received from the House of 

| Representatives, stating that the House had con- 

| curred in the report of the committee of confer- 


i 


to the general appropriation bill, reported that |’ ence on the amefdments to the general appropri- 
the managers appointed to conduct the conference | ation bill, and resolved that the bill do pass ac- 
on the part of the Senate and the managers on the || cordingly. 


part of the House, had agreed to recommend to 
their respective Houses to adopt the following 
course: That the Senate should recede from so 
much of its amendment as provides for the man- 
ner of executing the printing for the Executive 
Departments, with an amendment providing that 
the printing shall be executed in the city of Wash- 
ington; and that the Senate insist on so much of 
their amendment as relates to the distribution of 
the Clarke and Force papers to members of the 
Senate, leaving it in the power of the House to 
make the distribution to its own members, while 
any such distribution to members of the Senate 
is prohibited. 


Mr. BENTON said he never would agree to | 


this report, and he demanded the yeas and nays 


on concurring in it. This system of distributing | 


books had grown up to an enormous abuse, 
indeed the most enormous abuse in our Govern- 
ment. He would oppose it to the last; and if the 
appropriation bill was lost in consequence, and 
the Government stopped, why let the responsi- 
bility rest on those who would incur the risk for 
the sake of securing to themselves three or four 
hundred dollars’ worth of books. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked that the questions on 
concurring with the recommendations of the com- 
mittee of conference be taken separately; which 
was accordingly ordered. 

Mr. TALLMADGE inquired whether the bill 
would be lost, in case neither of the two Houses 
would agree to recede from the ground taken by 
them? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore answered that 
that question was not before the Senate; but it 
was obvious that if one House should insist on 
its amendments, and the other should insist on its 
disagreement, and no compromise could be effect- 
ed, the bill would be lost. 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed that if the House 
of Representatives saw fit to vote for a distribu- 
tion of books to its members, he would be willing 
to-let them take the responsibility, and settle the 
matter with their constituents, He would, there- 
fore, vote for concurring with the recommenda- 
tions of the committee of conference. 

Mr. NORVELL said that if any principle was 
involved, it applied as well to the distribution to 
the members of the House as of the Senate. He 
should, therefore, vote against concurring in the 
report. 

Mr. WALKER was for concurring with the 
committee. If that was not done, the result 
would be that the whole bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
Government would be lost. The Government, 
throughout all its departments, legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial, would be brought to a close; 
and that, too, at a period of all others the most 
unfortunate. OtherSenators might think it would 
be less dangerous to lose this bill than to suffer 
members of the House to vote themselves a few 
books. He hoped the Senator from Michigan 
would reconsider his determination, and let the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

Mr. BENTON said that tbe consequence of the 
Senate adhering to the resolution it had taken on 
the subject of the distribution of these books, 
might be the loss of the bill now pending; and as 
that bill contained the appropriations necessary 
for keeping the Government in action, gentlemen 
were a great deal alarmed at the danger of the 
Government being stopped. Then on whom 
would the responsibility rest? It will rest on 
those who have personal interests in these books; 
and those members, therefore, who are to receive 
these books ought not to be permitted to vate 
on this question, in which they are personally 
insipedted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore here stated that 
the discussion was not in order; that, by the joint 
rules, when a committee of conference was asked 
for by one House, and assented to by the other, 





The question was then taken on concurring in 
that part of the recommendation of the committee 
of conference as relates to the printing of the Ex- 
ecutive Departments, and carried. 

The question then recurring on concurring in 
that part of the report which relates to the distri- 

| bution of the Clarke and Force documents, 

Mr. BENTON warmly opposed concurring in 
| the agreement. Le objected to it because it made 
| a distinction between the two Houses—aliowing 
| a distribution of books to the members of the 
| House, while it refused a distribution of books 
| to the Senate. He objected to it because a dis- 

tribution of books to either House was wrong in 
principle. Some gentlemen seemed to fear that 
if the Senate insiste on its amendment, the ap- 
propriation bill would be lost, and the wheels of 
Government stopped; but could they suppose 
there was any member of either House who 
would be willing to break up this Government 
for the sake of retaining his share of these books, 
which were not worth more than $330 atthe price 
| they cost the Government, and which, if sold to 
Mr. Templeman, or any other bookseller, would 
not bring the half or quarter of thatsum. Now, 
he was determined, as far as it depended on him, 
to put it to the test whether any member of Con- 
gress would be willing to putan end to this Gov- 
ernment for the sake of retaining $330 worth of 
| these books. 

Mr. B. here enlarged on the growing evils of 
, this system of distributing books to members of 
| Congress; and in illustration, alluded to the man- 
/ner in which another proposition to distribute 
| books had been run through the Senate last 
inight. A resolution was offered by a Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wenster,} to distrib- 
| ute among the members two volumes relating 
| to the land laws. He had given full notice of his 
Opposition to this resolution, and his intention to 
| oppose it when it came up for consideration. Yet, 
| in the course of a fatiguing session of eighteen 
hours, he had been absent from his seat but a few 
| moments, and in those few moments this distribu- 
| tion was galloped through. It was presented to 
| the Senate whila he (Mr. B.) was in his seat; 
| objected to by him; then withdrawn; taken up 
|in his absence, and hastily run through. This 

book-making concern was one of the most cry- 
| ing abuses in our system. There was no end to 
| it; it ran round ina continued circle. In the first 
| place, a sufficient number of books are ordered to 
| supply the members of a Congress. At the en- 
| Suing session the new members are to be sup- 
plied; and this is easily done, and in the follow- 
ling manner: some o 
sell them to Mr. 


pyeeey received copies ge 
e lls them at a small ad- 


3 

| vance to the publishers, and they are furnished 
| to the new members at Government price as new 
| 


the members who had 


Temp 


man, and he se 


books, who, in their turn, sell them to Mr. Tem- 
pleman, and the process goes on ad infinitum, so 
that the original fifteen hundred copies may sup- 
| ply fifteen thousand members, the Government, 
| at every revolution of the circle, paying the full 
| price. He hoped the Senate wou'd insist on its 
amendment, and let the people of the country see 
what members of Congress were willing to break 
| up the Government to hold on to the books they 
| had voted to themselves. 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said he had never 
| 








voted for a purchase or distribution of books in 
his life. e was opposed to the whole matter, 
and thought it a most serious abuse. He would 
not, however, incur the hazard of such serious 
embarrassment as would result to the Government 
from the loss of the appropriation bill, He would, 
therefore, vote for agreeing to the report of the 
committee of conference, and let the members of 
the House take the responsibility of voting books 
for themselves. 

The question was then taken on agreeing with 
the report of the committee of conference, and 
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follows: 


Southard, , 
of Maine, Williams of Mississippi, and Wright—2%. 


NAYS— Mesers. Allen, Benton, Davis, Niles, Robinson, 


Smith of Connecticut, and White—7. 
- 
THANKS TO THE PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The Hon. Wirttam R. Kine having tempo- 


rarily retired from the chair, 


Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented ta 
the tlon. Wittiam R. Kina, for bis able, impartial, and 
dignified conduct as Presiding Officer of this body. 


Mr. DAVIS heartily concurred in the resolu- 


tion, and hoped that it would meet with the unan- | 


imous concurrence of the Senate. 
Mr. SOUTHARD hoped the word “ wnani- 
mous’’ would be inserted in the resolution. 
Several members were heard at the same time 
expressing the same wish. 


r. TALLMADGE modified his resolution by | 
inserting the word unanitnous, and the resolution | 


was then unanimously adopted. 
MADISON PAPERS. 


Mr. TALLMADGE moved that a joint reso- | 
lution for the distribution, in part, of the Madison | 


papers, be taken up; which was agreed to, and 
the resolution was passed. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULE. 


Mr. TALLMADGE moved that the 16th and | 


17th joint rules be suspended, so as to permit this 
resolution to be sent to the [louse for concur- 
rence; which was also agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Repre- 


sentatives that, having completed the legislative business | 


before them, the Senate was ready to adjourn. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the House of | 


Representatives, by Mr. Garzanp, their Clerk, 
stating that they had passed ajoint resolution for 
the appointment of a joint committee, to wait on 
the President of the United States and inform him 
that the two Houses of Congress had completed 


the business before them, and were ready to ad- | 


journ, if he had no further communications to 
make. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the resolution 
was concurred in, and Mr. [[upsarp and Mr. 
FuLton were appointed on the part of the Senate. 


MADISON PAPERS. 


A messave was received from the House of | 


Representatives, stating that they had passed the 


joint resolution of the Senate for the distribution, | 


in part, of the Madison papers, 


Mr. BENTON asked what resolution? He 


had been in his seat, with the exception of a few 


minutes, the whole day and the whole night, and | 


he had not the least recollection of any resolution 


of the kind having passed, and this was the first | 
intimation he had that any such resolution was | 


before the Senate. 


Mr. ALLEN also said that he had no khowl- | 


edge of any such resolution having passed, and 
he believed he was in the Chamber at the time of 
its passare. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, stated that | 
he was in the chair when the consideration of the | 
resolution was called for by the Senator from New | 
The resolution was | 


York, [Mr. Tatumaper.} 
taken up, considered, and adopted, with all the 


forms that are usual on the passage of a resolu- | 


tion. He wished to know if the Senator from 
Missouri intended to impute any incorrectness of 


conduct to the Chair in the proceedings on the | 


resolution. 

Mr. BENTON. Not at all; not at all. He 
wes out of his seat atthe time, and knew nothing 
of what was done, or how it was done; he only 
knew it was quickly done. He was out of his 
seat but afew minutes; was invited out of it into 


a near room; was, in fact, invited out several | 


times before he went; and was out but a few 
minutes. He knew nothing of what was done 
until since he came back. He certainly imputed 
no blame to the Senator from Mississippi; neither 
thought it or imputed it. 





decided in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 7; as 


i 
| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr: WRIGHT said he had looked at the res- 





Without 


| 


' 


that if their Secretary, or the secretary of any 
other body, distributed books under a resolution 
thus passed, he would, so far as he (Mr. W.) 
was concerned, do it upon his responsibility. 








sponsibility attending this resolution, he avowed 
himsélf willing to meet it there or before the 
country. He had called up the resolution, and 
it had been acted on at his instance. He ac- 


time and circumstances; but the same advantage 


instances. He did not pretend to be much of a 
Jackson man, but he was perfectly willing, as 


the responsibility. 

pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that the two Houses of 
Congress having finished the business before 


further communications to make, reported that 
they had performed the duty assigned them, and 


no further communications to make to Congress, 


the Senate a safe return to his family and his 
home. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate now 
adjourn. 





tion—and complete the business before them. 

The question on adjournment was taken and 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. BENTON said this resolution could not 
pass. It was in the power of any one member to 
stop it, and he should use every effort to do so. 
It was then after midnight—it was two o’clock— 
there is not a quorum of the Senate present; mes- 
sages of adjournment have passed between the 
two Houses and with the President, and no act, 
save the adjournment, can be done except by 


irregularities. The resolution had better be 





drop 

Mr. B. said it was now after two o’clock—half 
past two o’clock—and he moved that the Senate 
do now adjourn; and that the hour be entered on 
the Journal. It was now half past two o’clock 
on the 4th day of March, and the constitutional 
existence of the Senate wasatanend. This was 
the fact, and he wanted it on the Journal. 


} 


enter the hour on the Journal was in order? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore stated that by 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| . 

\| the rales, any member who moved an adjourn- 


them—and sprung upon them in an irregular 
manner, during the discussion of a pending ques- 


|| motion was made entered on the Journal. 
nal. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore said that before 
taking the question on adjournment, he would 
ask the paeneenbe of the Senate to make a few 
remarks. He regretted exceedingly that he had 
left his situation in the chair for a moment, as it 
had led most probably to unpleasant feelings. 


| about to separate, nothing would have occurred 
to mar the harineny of the body, or interrupt the 
feelings of personal kindness so appropriate to 
the occasion. He had endeavored, while presid- 
ing over their deliberations, to which he had been 
called by the kindness of the Senate, to discharge 
his duties to the extent of his ability—faithfally, 
he believed; honestly he knew he had; and he 
regretted, regretted deeply, that anything should 
have occurred, during his a absence from 
the chair, to induce unpleasant feeli 
vent a harmonious adjournment. 

Mr. BENTON said that every word spoken by 
the President [Mr. Kye] went into his heart, and 
found a resting place there. Like him, he wished 
a harmonious adjournmént; like him, he wished 
all to separate with feelings of personal kindness; 


ngs, and pre- 


} 
i 


“| 
olution, and found that it contained the certificate 


VEAS— Movers. Bnehanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, || of the Secretary, that it had passed. 
Cuthbert, Poster, Faiion, Habbard, King, Linn, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Picree, Roaue, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, | 


|| making any complaint as to the irregularity with | 
Switt, Talluadge, Walker, Webster, Willians || which that resolution passed, he would only say, 


Mr. TALLMADGE said, that as to the re- | 


knowledged that advantage had been taken of | 


had been taken of him and others, in various | 
regarded his participation in this matter, to meet | 
|| Mr. HUBBARD, from the joint committee ap- | 
|| them, were ready to adjourn, provided he had no | 


had received for answer that the President had | 


and requested them to wish to each member of | 


Mr. TALLMADGE hoped that the Senate | 
would not adjourn until they had consummated | 
the business before them; that they would disre- | 
gard this message, which had been sprung upon | 


unanimous consent, whioh hides and covers up | 


ed; itcannotbe passed; it will notbe passed. | 


Mr. TALLMADGE inquired if the motion to | 


ment had the right to have the hourat which such | 


The entry was accordingly made on the Jour- | 


He had hoped that at this hour, when they were | 


March 3, 


and for that very purpose he had moved the aq. 

journment. It was the quiet and easy way to ret 

rid of an unpleasant subject; to avoid a strucele 
| which will lead to no results; for the resoluti 


could not become alaw. He wished to drop a 
‘| as it was; and then there would be nothine to 
mar the kind feelings which prevailed, and which 
|| all would wish, with the President, to sce pre. 
|| served. 

The question was then taken on the adjourn. 
ment; and decided in the negative—ye 
|| 12; as follows: 
|} YWEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan 

King. and Williams of Mississippi—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Foster, Fulton,"Lyon, Merrick, Nieho. 
las, Norvell, Roane, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Way 
and White—12. : ? 

Mr. BENTON said it was now entered on the 
Journal that it was half past two o’clock in the 
morning, and no quorum—only eighteen members 
present; and he now made a motion which was 
addressed to the President himself. In doing go 
he would cite the example of Mr. Macon, whom 
they all knew, and than whom noman wasmore 
)scrupulous, Mr. Macon held that at twelve 
o’clock ut night, on the 3d of March of the short 
session, his powers as a Senator ceased, and if 
the Senate was not willing to adjourn at that time, 
he wentaway. Now, Mr. President, (said Mr, 
|| B.,) I believe that at this hour, half past two 
|| o’clock in the morning of the 4th of March, you 

have no authority here, and I have no right to 
\||}address you. I, therefore, mean to make the 
‘| question with you, whether, at this hour, you 
have power toact. The Chair has given notice 
that he is going to sign the resolution, and I ob- 
jectto it. Itis the 4th of March, and no quo- 
rum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore said it was a 
very common thing at the close of Congress to 
sit and do business after midnight on the 3d of 
March. 

Mr. BENTON said he knew it was, but in such 
eases the fact was kept out of the Journal; all 
appeared there to have bgen done on the 3d of 
| March. he Journal went on headed the 3d, 
| and the approvals of the President bore date the 

3d. But now this is not the case. The time is 

marked on the Journal; it ismarked the morning 
of the 4th, and the whole proceeding will be in- 
valid on its face, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore was of opinion 
|| that he could not sign the resolution when a quo- 
rum of the Senate was not present, and so stated 
to the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON said, as there was no quorum 
‘| present, he hoped the Senate would adjourn. 

Sewral Senators said they hoped not; thata 
uorum would be soon.present; and said that the 

Chair could dispatch the Sergeant-at-Arms after 

the absentees. 
| Mr. BENTON said they had no right to send 
‘| the Sergeant-at-Arms after members; that all 
power over Senators was at an end. 

The question was then taken on adjournment; 
|| and decided in the negative. 

Mr. MERRICK then made a few remarks in 
relation to the passage of the resolution. He said 
he was in his seat in the Senate, but knew not of 
the passage of this resolution. In fact, he did not 
know that the resolution had been presented for 
|| the consideration of the Senate, until he was in- 

formed that it had passed. He was in favor of 
| the object of the resolution, and would have voted 
\| for it, if he ha been aware of its having been 
‘| before the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER said, in regard to the resolu- 
tion, he had understood such a one was to be of- 
fered, and not having been offered, he had con- 
cluded that it had been abandoned. The first 
actual knowledge he had of. the resolution being 
before the Senate was hearing its title pronounced 
by the voice of his colleague, [Mr. Wituiams.] 
I did not know what it meant. He read the res- 
olution. I heard him distinetly put the question; 
and the various questions that are usually put on 
the passage of a resolution were putas fully and as 
clearly as they generally are; and the question 
was carried as fairly, and the Senate was as full 
as it was when a majority of the acts passed by 
| that body were carried. 

Mr. ROANE said thiat he knew no more of the 
assage of that resolution than the child unborn. 

‘| He must have been in the Chamber at the time, 
\! but he had never heard it called up, nor any ques- 


} 
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as 6, nays 


’ Hubbard, 
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tion taken on it. With respect, however, to these 


Madison papers, he looked on them ina very 
gifferent hight from the trash that was so often 
ablished by Congress. He had received, this 
very evening, from a distinguished gentleman in 
Virginia, a letter asking information about them. 
It was a letter abounding with good sense, and 
jlacing & proper estimation on these papers. 
With this letter in his hand he went round to the 
seat of his friend from Missouri, and endeavored 
to soften his rigid resolution with regard to the 
distribution of books, so as to make the Madison 
papers an exception. He endeavored to put these 
papers in contrast with the trash that was put 
abroad under the sanction of Congress, which 
may, perhaps, form the materials for a spurious 
history of the country. He represented that 
these Madison papers had already been pub- 
lished, and that there would be an absurdity, af- 
ter paying for them, to put them away in the 
garret, With the trash that has lumbered there 
among the cobwebs of time. The Senator from 
Missouri stated the terms on which he would 
agree to the distribution of this particular work, 
and that was to make a general distribution 
throughout the Union, and into every State; and 
he desired me to go to the Secretary’s table, and 
get the clerk to make out a list of the general dis- 
tribution of documents, and then he would sup- 
port it. ; 
great value of the Madison papers; the import- 


Mr. R. then descanted at length on the | 


ance that the information contained in them should | 


be disseminated as widely as possible, and the 
aysurdity of locking them up from the public 
view, after having paid for printing them. He 
did not consider the works of James Madison of 


the same nature with those publications with | 


which it had been the custom of the two Houses 
to supply the members— 


*©a custom 
More honor’d in the breach, than the observance ;”? 


and he hoped that the resolution of the Senator 


from Missouri with regard to distributing books, | 
would not, like the rigid laws of the Medes and | 


Persians, be applied to them. 
Mr. BENTON said the reference of the Sena- 


tor from Virginia [Mr. Roane] to him was cor-_ 
rect; he had refused to agree to a distribution of | 
the Madison Papers to the members of Congress, | 


but was willing to a general distribution, accord- 
ing to the general distribution of documents; and 
desired the Senator from Virginia to get that list 
from one of the clerks, and either omit the mem- 
bers of Congress, or require them to pay the cost. 
This general distribution would carry the work 


into every State—its Senate and House of Rep- | 
resentatives—its executive office—its colleges and | 
universities—to all the executive offices of the | 


General Government—to the Library of Con- 


gress—to the offices of the Secretary of the Sen- | 
ate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, 


and many others. It would distribute eleven or 


twelve hundred copies, and place them in every | 


part of the Union, and in the best hands for pres- 
ervation and for use. Gentlemen were debating 
as if the only alternatives were between an ex- 
clusive and gratuitous distribution of these papers 
to members of Congress, or a consignment of 
them to the worms in the garret, and an everlast- 
ing loss of them to mankind. This was rather 
wild. The distribution which he proposed would 
have saved them from the worms, would have 
given them to the whole Union, and to all man- 


kind; it would have curtailed nobody but mem- | 


bers of Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, said that on 
further consideration, and consulting the rules, 
he was of opinion that it did not require a quo- 
rum to be present to authorize the signing of a 
bill or resolution. It was not properly an act of 
legislation, but merely a signing to be done by 
the Chair ‘to authenticate the act. 


opinion, he would now proceed to sign the joint 
resolution. 


Mr. BENTON said the signing could only be 


one in the presence of the Senate, and there was 
no Senate when there was no quorum. Every 
signing was a publicact. The 


act; no Senator could speak; nothing could be 
one while the President was signing. _ Mr. 
+. was clearly of opinion that acts could only be 


signed when the Senate was formed and a quo- | 


rum present, 


Holding this | 


residing Officer | 
gave audible notice of it; the Senate ceased to | 


THE CONGR 











The PRESIDENT pro tempore then signed the 
resolution. | 

Mr. ALLEN said that the resolution could 
not now go to the President for his signature. 
There is no committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives which is necessary to form the joint 
committee, to join the committee on the part of 
the Senate to carry it. The House of Ri cie- 
sentatives had adjourned and dispersed, and the 
two members who composed part of the joint 
committee to take bills to the President had 
ceased to exist as members of Congress. The 
body to which they belonged had ceased to exist. 
The resolution could not be carried; there was 
no authority existing which could carry it. 

Mr. FOSTER said that he would carry it. 
He was a member on the part of the Senate of 
the joint committee, and he had once carried a 
bill to the President alone, but he had ascer- 
tained that he had made a mistake. 

{Mr. Foster and Mr. Meraick, the commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate then left the Cham- 
ber with the joint resolution. ] 

Mr. BENTON said the impediments were not 
yet surmounted; there was a little difficulty to be 
encountered when the committee got back. He 
had the rules in his hand, and would read them 
at the proper time. It was now four o’clock on 
the morning of Monday, the 4th of March; the 
House of Representatives adjourned and gone, 
and no quorum here. There were 
ahead. 

Mr. WHITE said he would state what he 
knew respecting the passage of this resolution. 
He had just come into the Senate Chamber when 
he heard the Senator occupying the chair [Mr. 
Wiuiams] ask if a resolution should be taken up. 
If he gave it any particular designation it escaped 
my ear. The Presiding Officer put the question, 
and it was passed, several voices voting, in the 
affirmative. Not knowing what it was, or what 
it contained, | asked for the reading of it, and it 
was handed to me. As there was no discussion 
on the subject, no division asked, and none taken, 
and consequently deeming the question an unim- 
portant one, he voted neither aye nor no. He 


obstacles 


er 


himself was opposed to the principle of distrib- || 


uting books among the members of Congress; but 
none of those whose lead he was accustomed to 
follow on this subject opposing this resolution, 
and on looking around and observing that the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] was not in 
his seat, he thought it was an unimportant mat- 


| ter, and did not expect to hear anything more 


about it. 
The committee who waited on the President 


for his signature to the joint resolution having | 


arrived in the Senate Chamber, 

Mr. BENTON rose toa point of order—to have 
things done in order. One of the most solemn 
acts of the two Houses is that of sending bills to 


the President to be signed; it has to be done ina | 


prescribed form, and reported and recorded ina 
prescribed form. Upon this depend all the ques- 
tions connected with the ten days’ constitutional 
right of the President to retain a bill, his culpa- 
bility if he docs not return it, the prevention of 
the return by the adjournment of Canesten the 
efficaey of the bill as a law if not returned in time, 
unless prevented by an adjournment All this 
makes the presentation of the bill to the President 
one of the most formal and serious acts of legis- 
lation; and therefore the rules had carefully pro- 
vided to make the presentation a matter of record 
in each House of Congress—a record the verit 

of which could not be impeached, and which 
would require no extensive evidence to support 
it. A standing committee was to carry. it; that 
committee was to be joint; it was to be composed 
of two members from each Hcuse, and these two 
members of each House were to make report to 
their Houses, respectively, that the bill had been 
presented, carefully stating the day on which it 


was presented; and then this report was to be | 


entered on the Journals of each House. 
{Mr. B. here read, the rules, to show that he 
stated them correctly. | 


He said these rules could not have been com- | 


plied wit) in this case. The joint standing com- 
mittee was dissolved by the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives. The half committee 


| 


j 
} 
| 
| 
i 


i 


it 
' 


of the Senate was a nonentity without the other | 


half from the House of Representatives, No 
record could be made in the House of Repre- 


it 
| 


sentatives, which had been adjourned for two 
hours, and no such record can be mad 

the rules.imperatively require. Tall the : 

tion of the Secretary of the Senate to the rales 
in the entry which he is to make, The Sen 
will report what they have done; and th , they 
went, without the committee of the House, to 
the President, and went on the 4th of Mareh; 
and there ends the work for which we have been 
kept hero so many hours. It drops now, asl 
proposed it should drop three hours age, 

Mr. MERRICK reported that within the last 
hour the committee had placed in the hands of 
the President a joint resolution for the distwiba- 
tion, in part, of the Madison Papers. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved that th 
adjourn sine die. 

Mr. BENTON asked if a minority of the Sen- 
ate could adjourn sine die. He thought they could 
only adjourn from day to day, until a quorum 
was present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore decided 
the Senate could adjourn sine die, and 

The Senate adjourned sine die at twenty min- 
utes past four o'clock, a. mi, 


nfs 


Senate 


that 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sunvay, March 3, 1839, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House several 
Executive communications, which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

POST OFFICE BUILDING, 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the House to take up 
the Bill to provide for the erection of a fire-proof 
building for the Post Office Department. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped y would con- 
fine this day to the needful appropriation bills; 
and therefore he must object to it 

Mr. LINCOLN thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rules; and the vote being-——ayes 7), noes 
38, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG withdrew his ol 

Mr. CRABB then objected ; 
trial, the vote being—ayes 89, n 
rum, 

Mr. CRABB called for the yeas and nays; bat 
they were refused; and tellers being dered, the 
result was announced—ayes 93, noes 35. 

So the rules were suspended; and the bill was 
put on its third reading. 

Mr. CRABB was opposed to acting on any- 
thing on such a day as this but what was abso- 
lutely necessary to carry on the Government. 
This was not a measure of that class, and there- 
fore he opposed it. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO opposed the bill mainly 
on account of the report upon which it was based. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded. 

Mr. CRABB moved to lay the bill 
which was lost. 

The main question was then ordered; 
thereon 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and naya; but 
they were refused; and the bill was ordered to a 
third reading, and then read the third and 

yassed. 


Mr. LINCOLN then submitted a resolution to 


the 


jection, 
md 


, Ho quo- 


, ON A SECE 


( 
S 


on the table; 


and 


time 


| suspend the 16th joint rule, so as to send this bill 


to the Senate; which was agreed to. 
FLORIDA WAR. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
took up the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
for preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities. 

Mr. EVERETT moved to non-coneur in the 
amendment striking out the item of $5,000 for 
holding a treaty with the Seminoles. 

Mr. ROBERTSON called for the yeas 
nays; but they were refused. 

‘The amendment then was non-concurred in— 


and 


| ayes 51; noes not counted. 


The other amendment was concurred in. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The amendments of the Senate to this bill, upon 
which they insisted, namely: to have the execu- 
tive printing and binding done upon advertised 
contract, and the one in relation to the Document- 
ary History, were taken up. 

Mr. BOND, at whose instance the first provis- 
ion had been ingrafted upon the bill originally, 
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briefly advocated its expediency, and moved that 
the House adhere. 

The SPEAKER explained that this motion 
would peril the whole bill; and if both Houses 
adhere, the bill would be lost, 

Mr. BOND was aware of the consequences, 
but he should persist in his motion nevertheless. 

Mr. McKENNAN did hope the gentleman 
would substitute the motion to “ insist,” and not 
peril the bill in this way. 

After a few words from Messrs. ATHER- 
TON, WILLIAMS of North Carolina, BRIGGS, 
GRENNELL, HARLAN, WILLIAMS of Ken- 
tucky, GARLAND of Louisiana, FILLMORE, 
TILLINGHAST, RIVES, BANKS, and BELL, 

Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

After a number of suggestions from Messrs. 








Mr. BOND substituted a motion to insist. 

Mr. RIVES, as being more respectful to the 
other body, moved thatthe House * recede”’ from 
its disagreement to the proposed amendment of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. HARLAN said, as the executive printing 
had been a monopoly for years, he hoped the pro- | 
fessed anti-monopolists, the Locofocos, would | 
their votes. 

The question being then taken, the result was | 
—yeas 50, nays 93. 

Bo the House refusing to recede, the question 
recurred upon the motion to insist. 

Mr. LOOMIS moved to amend the motion by 
adding the words ** and ask a committec of @on- 
ference;’’ but the amendment was disagreed to. 

The motion to insist was then carried without 
a division. 

The other amendment, upon which the Senate 
had, in part, insisted, in relation to the Docu- 
mentary History, was then taken up. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House in- 
sist. 

Mr. TOUCEY moved that the House recede 
from its disagreement. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yeasand nays; 
but they were not ordered; and Mr. ‘Tovcer’s 
motion was rejected—ayes sixty-six, noes not 
counted, 

The motion to insist was then agreed to with- | 
out a division. 

Ata subsequent stage, the bill was returned 
from the Senate, accompanied by a message, 
stating that they still insisted, and asked a com- 
mittee of conference, having appointed a commit- 
tee of three on their part. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to concur in the 


resolution for a conference, which was agreed to; | 
and, on his motion, a committee of three was ap- || 


ointed on the part of the House, consisting of 

r. Bonn of Ohio, Mr. Arnerron of New Hamp- | 
shire, and Mr. Linco.tn of Massachusetts. 

About seven o’clock at night, Mr. BOND made 
a report from the committee of conference,which 
recommended the Senate, in part, to recede, and 
—— to insist, upon their amendment, with the | 
a 


ition that the printing shall be executed in || 


the city of Washington; and recommended that | 
the Senate recede from part of their amendment 
striking out the appropriation for the Document- | 
ary History, but only so far as the House was | 
concerned, the Senate abstaining from taking the | 
books. 

The report was concurred in without a division; | 
but, at a subsequent stage, at the instance of Mr. | 
BELL, 

Mr. BOND moved a reconsideration of the vote 
a 4 which the last matter was agreed to; and, | 
after a desultory discussion by Messrs. BOND, | 
LINCOLN, and BELL, | 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, said that, 
rather than peril a bill upon which the temporary 


} 


existence of the Government depended, upon a 
mere point of etiquette, he should demand the 
previous question; and it was seconded, carried, 
and the main question ordered and put; when the 
House refused to reconsider—ayes 54, noes 84. 


5 ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, (Mr. Briges in the chair.) 


| 


|| formed 


RIVES, BELL, and others, 
| Mr. COLES opposed the amendment. He ob- || 
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Mr. McKENNAN moved to take up the Cum- 
berland road bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, however, ruled that the 
Committee must first dispose of the business 
underconsideration when the committee last rose, 
which was the Army bill. 

Mr. CASEY inquired if the Cumberland road 
was not necessarily in order, as the House had 

ne into committee generally? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not, and 
reiterated his decision. 

Mr. McKENNAN appealed therefrom, but 
after some remarks from that gentleman and 
Messrs. CAMBRELENG, LINCOLN, and 
RARIDEN, he withdrew it. 

The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the Army appropriation bill, the question pend- 
ing being on the provision to pay the State of 
Massachusetts $272,716 for her militia claims for 
services in the late war. 

This was an amendment of the Senate, and the 
question was on concurring therein. 

Mr. LINCOLN warmly advocated the claim, 
and went on to show that it was scarcely a sev- 
enth of what Massachusetts was justly entitled 
to, and that it precisely accorded in principle with 
the already paid claims of Connecticut, New 


York, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, and || 
other States, proceeding to establish the latter | 
now show the sincerity of their professions by || point b 


a review of the services actually per- 
the militia of Massachusetts. 


jected to the manner in which it was introduced, 


by thus ingrafting substantive propositions upon | 
bills with which they have noconnection. It was 


a loose mode of legislation, ever to be deprecated, 
and was establishing a bad precedent. More- | 
over, the validity of the claim for so large an | 
amount was not proven, and was doubtful. It | 





a | 
had never yet been audited; and therefore the |, 
Elouse would be voting away upwards of a quar- 


ter of a million of dollars in the dark. Mr. C. 
went into a varicty of minute statements of the | 


art : i j j } 
d 8 ite “oinposing this s : . 
various items composing this gross sum, in order / a resolution was adopted to give the little boys 


to show that the claim ought not to be passed. 
The evidence in support of a number of the items 
was deficient. | 
Mr. CAMBRELENG entreated gentlemen to 
abstain from speaking, for if they were to go into 


the merits of these ancient claims, they would || 


have to sit all night again. 


Mr. EVANS said the claim had been audited 


, in 1836; and although then there was not suffi- 
} . . ” . . . 
| cient evidence to establish all the items, yet since 


| that time Congress had adopted a new principle 
_of evidence, and upon the application of that | 


| principle this claim was valid. 


} 
! 


|| war with Eugland.”? 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| the Senate to the Indian appropriation bill, some 





| 





i 


Mr. JOEHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendment by adding the following: 


“And that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
| authorized and directed to adjust and settle claims of the |, 
| State of Maryland, for interest duc on the amount of money 


advanced by that State to the United States during the last | 


| 


This amendment was rejected without a divi- |) 
| sion. 


The amendment of the Senate was then non- 
concurred in—ayes 65, nocs 73. 

Some of the other amendments were agreed to, 
and others non-concurred in, 


INDIAN ANNUITIES, ETC. | 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee then took up the sundry amendments of 


of which being concurred in, 

Mr. EVERETT moved an additional item of | 
$10,000 for surveying and marking the Indian | 
country west of the Mississippi; which was | 
agrecd to. 

Mr. BELL moved to amend the bill by adding | 
a provision that the Cherokee warriors wounded, | 
&c.,in the late war with Great Britain, should | 


be placed on the pension roll like other pension- | 


ers, which was agreed to. 
Mr.GARLAND, of Louisiana, remarked upon 





the large sums involved in the Senate’s amend- |! 


ments, and inquired if they had undergone ex- 
amination? 


Mr. BELL said he had collated the stms with |! 


the requisitions of the treaties, and had found | 
them accurate in every instance. 

The amendments were generally, but briefl 
discussed by Messrs, PETRIKIN, HARLAN, | 








CAMBRELENG, BELL, ADAMS, LEWis 
GARLAND of Louisiana, and EVERETT. ° 
- Some of the amendments were non-concurred 
in, but the more important ones were all agreed 
to. 

The item of $5,000, for the commission to jn. 
vestigate the Creek frauds in Alabama, was dis. 
cussed at length by Messrs. HARLAN, fy. 
ERETT, LEWIS, DAWSON, MURRAY 
TOWNES, and GARLANDof Louisiana; whe, 
it was agreed to. 

Before all the amendments were acted on, at 
the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the jij! 
was laid aside, the committee rose, and reported 
the Army bill to the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, the 
Army appropriation bill was taken up; and the 
House having concurred with the committee in 
their concurrence with the Senate’s amendments, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to non-concur in 
| the disagreement of the committee to the amend- 
'ment for the payment for the Missouri horses, 
Yew Orleans to Tampa 


eee 


lost in the voyage from N 
bay, which was agreed to; and thus the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in. 

The additional section for the payment of the 
New Hampshire militia was non-concurred jn 
| without a division. 

The additional section also i:iserted by the 
Senate for the payment of the Massachusetts mi- 
litia claims was taken up, on the question of con- 
curring with the Committee of the Whole in 
their disagreement thereto. 
| Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Before the call was commenced, the hour of , 


three having arrived, the House took its daily 
recess until half past four. 





EVENING SE3SION. 
On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 


an cxtra compensation of $250 for their services 
during the last three months. 

Sundry other resolutions uf a similar character 
were offered; some of which were agreed to, and 
others rejected. 

Mr. LYON moved that the House take up the 
bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee 
Railroad Company. He stated that he would not 
ask the favor, but, though Me had been in the 
Ilouse all day, indisposition would compel him 


| to leave the Hall. 


Mr. LINCOLN objecting, 
Mr. LYON moved a suspension of the rules; 
but it was ineffectual. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The question was then taken on concurring 


'! with the Committee of the W hole in their non- 


concurrence with the Senate in the provision to 
the Army bill to appropriate $272,716 to liqui- 
date the Massachusetts militia claims, and re- 
| sulted in the aflirmative—yeas 83, nays 63. 

| So the House disagreed to the amendment of 
| the Senate. 


| INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
| Mr. DOWNING asked leave of the House to 
| resent a communication from the Governor of 
| Florida in relation to the barbarous murders re- 
cently perpetrated in that Territory. Mr. D. 
also asked leave to make a statement on the sub- 
| ject. He said it was very important, for the 
_ houses were in flames from the depredations of 
the Indians within ten miles of the seat of gov- 
ernment. 
Objection being made, Mr. D. moved a sus- 
_ pension of the rules. 
| ‘The rules were not suspended—ayes 88, noes 
_ 54; not two thirds. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 


‘| then went into the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, (Mr. Bruges in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill provid- 
ing for the payment of Indian annuities, and other 
Indian affairs. 

Mr, DOWNING read an extract from a letter 
of the Governor of Florida, setting forth that the 
condition of that Territory was worse than it ha 
| been during any period of the war; and that the 
| regular troops affprded no protection at all. 
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———IoICoaleleleEeas@Q$q$q3$_Qqnqmmeeeeeeee eee eee eee ona _ 
The amendment of the Senate providing for the LAW OF PATENTS. i The SPEAKER having resumed the chair, 

Seneca treaty was non-concurred in. : The committce then took up the Senate bill | Mr. GRAVES moved that the Tennessee land 
Mr. EVERETT moved to non-concur in the |! entitied ** An act in addition to the act to promote | bill be taken up. 


section repealin the second section of the act of || the progress of the useful arts;’’ but, before much | Objections were made all over the House, and 
1830, which authorizes the President to exchange |, progress was made in it, || Mr. G. moved a suspension of the rules. 

lands owned by Indians east of the Mississippi, | On motion of Mr. BELL, the committee rose, | Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, de- 
who wish to emigrate, for lands west of the Mis- || and reported the joint resolution, leaving the bill | manded the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 


sissipp!. ; | in committee. || were—yeas 8], nays 49. 

Mr. BELL fully concurred in the amendment, || The House concurred in the amendment to the | So the rules were not suspended, requiring two 
which would have the effect of preventing the | joint resolution—ayes 83, noes not counted. | thirds. 
multiplying of Indian treaties, and put an end to } Mr. McKAY moved a further amendment; COURTS IN LOUISIANA. 


making these interminable Indian treaties. | -wihich:- wan emreed to. 
Mr. EVERETT withdrew his objection, though || Mr. HARLAN renewed his first amendment, || ao 

pci not lar himself that the amendment | yt was jected without «division. | MQ 6 change the times of holding the Fed 

would arrest the evil, fee ee The resolution was then ordered to a third || mittee of the Whole brought into the House, and 
Liaw smaneeeen ree eee gedlempal ae a | reading, read the third time, and passed. __ || put on its third eendlind: Q ? 

—_ JOHNSON, of Marylan vanes - On the question of going into committee again ||" jy. HOFFMAN moved an amendment in 

ditional clause to authorize the President of the | 


on the bill on patents, reference to tl in N , 
j . : 2 1e courts in New Y ; which was 
: Mr. BOULDIN moved to include the bill pro- ae on) Wa 
United States to accept the services of volunteers, || 
not to exceed five thousand in number, for Flor- 


| agreed to. 
ida, and that 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


| viding for the building of a jail in the District of || “Mr. BRONSON moved a further amendment; 
| Columbia; which was agreed to. : 


dollars be appropriated there- || Mr. LEWIS moved the Florida occupation i Dill Deel 
| bill; which was rejected. | ’ 





OTT he CHAIRMAN, however, ruled the amend- 


' 
ened : nai || Mr. BELL moved the bill to continue the Choc- | PEA PATCH ISLAND. 
ment out ol = hi neeee that it a || taw commission; which was rejected. || The amendment of the Senate to the joint res- 
appropriation for which there was no existing || ‘The House then went into committee, and re- || olution for the purchase of Pea Patch Island was 


Ww. 5; sumed the consideration of the bill amendatory || concurred in by the House receding from so much 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- || of the law organizing the Patent Office | of i > Senate ed to— 
ios dameate, and mapedied, the. ghavehiand g || of its amendment as the Senate disagreed to 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the pro- || ayes 109, noes not counted. 
amendments to the House. vision for a board of examiners; which was re- || ’ : ; 





The report of the committee on all the amend- jected. || COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 
ments was concurred in, and the bill sent to the Several other amendments were submitted and | Mr. CUSHMAN offered the usual resolution: 
Senate for concurrence. rejected. || for a joint committee to wait on the President of 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. | Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the en- || the United States, and inform him that the two 

Mr. RARIDEN then moved that the House go || acting clause; and upon that motion, proceeded || Houses were ready to adjourn. 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of || to state, his objections to several provisions of the | Me. WISE said he should object, for the House 
the Union on the Cumberland road bill; upon || bill, then withdrawing the motion. | had not completed its business. ms 
which motion The bill was then laid aside to be reported. || The resolution was agreed to without a divi- 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays; JAIL IN WASHINGTON. | sion. 
which, being ordered, were taken. : PAY OF SAILING MASTERS. 

Before the vote was announced, The committee then took up the amendments 


Mr. DAWSON rose and called the attention of || Of the Senate to the bill providing for the erection || Mr. WISE moved to go into Committee of the 
the House to the fact that names were recorded || Of @ new jail in the city of Washington; and they | Whole on the state of the Union on the bill to 
who were not in the city. Among these were being agreed to, the committee rose and reported || increase-the pay of the sailing masters of the 











Messrs. Tuompson, Wortuincton, and Mason || the two foregoing bills to the House. | Sane aren a . oe ‘i et intermingled 

of Ohio; all of whom had left the city, and all || The first bill was ordered to a third reading, | Wie Stheee of *" Agreed!’ Bgreed :") 

voted: fn the affirmative. These votes, it was as- || read the third time, and passed. The motion was disagreed to. 

certained, if counted, would take up the bill; if } see ee a pepe ms maannrontes PAY TO A CLERK. 

omitted, the majority would be in the negative. | ee eee eee Wachinnee || Mr. WISE asked leave to submit a resolution 
TheSPEAKER suggested that the roll be called || ion of a new jail in the city of Washington, = |, pay the clerk of the select committee on defal- 

again, and the difficu ty put - end to. SIXTH CENSUS. || cations certain extra compensation for his ser- 
Mr. McRENNAWN objected to this. The House concurred in the amendments of || V!CeS. 





The vote was then announced—yeas 74, nays | 


| the Senate to the bill to provide for taking the | Objection being made, __ 
7 saan lead oe : en ee Pp 8 ir. W. moved a suspension of the rules; and 
ae tiny ouse refused to go into committee on ARMY BILL. tet feos? announced—ayes 77, noes 45, 
° || (not two thirds, 
PEA PATCH ISLAND. The House took up the Senate’s amendments || © Mr, W. called for the yeas and nays; but they 


: to the Army appropriation bill; and, on motion of fused: and th tion t ond w pe 
On motion of Mr. RENCHER, the House || ; ; : || were refused; and the motion to suspend was re 
took up the joint resolution from the Senate to || Mt: CAMBRELENG, concurred therein, the || jected without a division. 


authorize the purchase of the Pea Patch Island House receding therefrom. i| Mr.S. W. MORRIS asked leave, as a member 
in the Delaware river, and for other purposes, INDIAN BILL. || of the Committee of Accounts, to make a state- 
which, having been read twice, was committed; The amendments of the Senate to this bill were || ™eMt in relation to this matter; but it was refused. 


and Mr. R. moved that the House go into the || taken up. | ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union The House, in the morning, had disagreed to |} On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the usual order 


thereon; which was agreed to. ' several of the amendments, but insisted upon one || 3 ; 
The Hough accordingly went into committee, || of them. ’ P || was adopted, to send a message to the Senate noti- 


. . ; || fying that body that the House, having concluded 
(Mr. Howanp in the chair,) and the above joint || On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House || +) Fusiness before | od apt. 
resolution was taken up and discussed by Messrs. || now receded from their disagreement; and thus | the business before it, was ready. to adjourn. 





ene and HARLAN, when the latter || the bill was finally passed. | EXTRA PAY TO CLERKS, ETC. 
gentleman moved so to amend it as to substitute Several luti ere offered again to give 
the ‘President of the United States’’ for the toredtn Ay onany ge pee as | the sieving naseengeiesateibe-tneee, be, 4amie 
“Secretary of War,” and to limit the price to Mr. LEWIS moved that the House go into || pay; but they ousall rejected, 

$90,000, subject to the approval of Congress. committee upon several bills granting the right of | : 


After a few words from Mr. KEMBLE, the || way to certain railroad companies. _ : PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 
first amendment was disagreed to—ayes 51, noes Mr. BELL moved to include the billtocontinue || Mr. HARLAN moved a suspension of the 
hot counted, the Choctaw commission; which Mr. Lewis ac- || rules, to enable him to submit a resolution that 


The second amendment was discussed b cepted as a modification of his motion; which was | the Secretary of the Treasury prepare a state- 
Messrs. HOFFMAN, POPE, MERCER, NAY- | then agreed to, only so far as regards the Selma ! ment of the defaulters from 1829, and that it be 





LOR, McKAY, GRAVES, and CURTIS, when || and Tennessee Railroad Company. . || printed during the recess. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved || _The House then went into committee on various } Mr. H. asked for the yeas and nays on his mo- 
to limit the sum to $25,000. | bills. | tion; which being ordered, were—yeas 64, nays 


This proposition was also discussed by the |} The bill for the benefit of the Selma and Ten- |, 33, 
mover and Messrs. THOMAS, HARRISON, nessee Railroad Company, granting them right | So the rules were not suspended. 
KEMBLE, PETRIKIN, GRAVES, CAMBRE- || of preémption toalternate sections, with six years | SON PAPERS 
LENG, and BELL, when it was rejected. credit, was taken up, and I} Te a 
Mr. THOMAS then moved to strike out Mr. LINCOLN was proceeding to oppose its || The House concurred in the resolution of the 
$50,000, and leave the sum indefinite, subject to || when | Senate to suspend the 16th and 17th joint rules 
the ratification or approval of Congress; which Mr. CASEY suggested that the gentleman || of the House, so as to pass a joint resolution to 
was disagreed to—ayes 45, noes not counted. move that the committee rise; for if this bill was || provide for the distribution, in part, of the Mad- 
Mr. Hartan’s amendment was then agreed to, || to be debated, nothing more could be done. || ison papers. ; 
without a division. 4 Mr. LINCOLN accordingly made the motion, | The joint resolution was soon after received, 
he resolution was then laid aside to be re- |; but held it suspended for suggestions, and then | and, having been read twice, _ 
ported. | renewing it, the motion prevailed. Mr. WISE bricfly supported it. 
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Mr. PETRIKIN was not opposed to the reso- 
lution, but he would take that occasion to remark 
that the charge brought by Mr. Beit against the 
Senate was now proven to be unfounded. 

The resolution was = put on its third read- 
ing; and the question being on its passage, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE ealled for the yeas and 
nays; but they were refused, and the resolution 
was passed without a division. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 


Mr. CUSHMAN, from the joint committee 
appointed to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that, unless he had fur- 
ther communications to make, both Houses were 
ready to close the Prod session, reported that 
they had performed that duty, and were informed 
by the President that he had no further commu- 
nication, but he wished the members all a safe 
and happy return to their homes, 


THANKS TO THE SPEAKER. 


Mr. ELMORE moved the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be presented to 
the Hon. James K. Poux, for the able, impartial, and dig- 
nified manner in which he has presided over its delibera- 
tions, and performed the arduous and important duties of 
the Chair. 


Mr. McKENNAN inquired of the Chair 


whether this could be received at this time with- | 


out suspending the rules of the House for that 
purpose ? 

Mr. ELMORE suggested that it had always 
been customary to offer a resolution of this kind 
as an act of courtesy, and it was never objected 
to. 

Mr. BELL hoped that no objection would be 
made. twas an act of courtesy on the part of 
the House, to which he presumed there would be 
no objections of a technical character. 

Mr. McKENNAN said he should not press 
the inquiry or make further objection. 

Mr. CURTIS renewed the objection. This 
was not petition day, and petitions could only 
be present d on leave. The short time remain- 
ing ought to be devoted to the pressing business 
of the « ountry, which ought not to be interrupt- 
ed by a resolution of this description, which 
would, in all probability, lead to an exeited de- 
bate. 

Mr. ELMORE quoted from the Journal a pre- 
eedent when a vote of thanks had been passed to 
Mr. Stevenson. ‘The question of order had then 
been raised as now; the Chair decided the mo- 
tion to be in order; an appeal was taken, and the 
House sustained the decision of the Chair by a 
vote of 95 to 40. 


Mr. PREN'TISS said he would not object to | 


the offering of the resolution, but wished to offer 
an amendment to it. 

Mr. ELMORE reminded him that it was a 
question of order, and that no amendment could 
be offered till that had been settled, and the res- 
olution received. 

Mr. WISE said he should never have raised 
the question of order himself, but thought it was 
very proper that it should be raised and con- 
sidered; and as it was now up, he should back his 
friend from New York [Mr. ere his ob- 
jection. This was a resolution—nothing more, 
and nothing else—and it came under the rules 
which governed the presentation of resolutions, 
If it was in order, it could only be because the 
rules admitted its presentation, or because the 
House, by a vote of two thirds, suspended the 
rules for atime. The rules expressly forbade its 
being presented save on a particular day, and the 
rules had not been suspended. 

Mr. CURTIS said that to avoid delay he would 
withdraw his question of order, though he held 
it to be a valid objection under the rules. 

Mr. ELMORE said that, in offering this reso- 
lution, he had only followed out a practice of the 
House which had prevailed from the beginning 
of the Government. - Courtesy had always dic- 
tated to the members of the House to accord to 
their Speaker that meed of thanks which was due 
to his services. He had no desire to wound the 


feelings of any gentleman; nor would he debate || anced, the disparity of those parties in the com- | 
the propriety of the resolution itself; but if others || mittees of that body was so enormous. 





dications of its coming, and-he had come pre- 

pared also to offer an amendment to the resolw- 

| tion, and to sustain that amendment, which he 
should do, if left to sustain it alone. 

Mr. P. said he was unwilling, at this hour, 
when they were about so shortly to leave that 
Hall, to allude to anything whic —— excite 
unpleasant reminiscences. He considered this 

| resolution as not a mere matter of form. It had 
| been claimed to be a mere act of parting courtesy, 
usual at the termination of every Congress; if it 


were that, and nothing more than that—if it were | 


the mere touching of the cap or extending the 


hand to the Speaker who was retiring from office— | 
| Mr. P. would not oppose or object to it. He | 


| was for encouraging the courtesies of life, and 
'| they had seen quite enough, during the present 


|| Session, to convince them of the necessity of do- 
| ing so; but this was a peculiar case, to which the | 


/rules of mere courtesy did not apply. Mr. P. 
| could not consent to praise the Speaker for hav- 
| ing been impartial in the discharge of the duties 
| of the Chair, simply because it was not true that 
| he had been imparual. It might be said that this 
| was a very small matter—a customary compli- 
|| ment merely; but as every gentleman knew, in 
| politics a very small thing might become a very 
| great thing; a mere thread might be seized upon, 
_and, by party management, might be woven at 
| last into a cable, by which to lead bodies of men 
, and to control the Legislatures of States. The 
"present resolution was one which presented facil- 
| ities for being so availed of. Mr. P. had no ob- 


Speaker as a gentleman, and wishing him a pleas- 
‘| ant journey home; but he believed this vote of thanks 
|, was to be used as so much political capital, to do 
|| political business upon, and he, for one, was not dis- 
|| posed to furnish it. 
‘|| He said that the Speaker had not been impar- 
' tial; the House did not so consider him; and in 
|| proof of this it would be sufficient to refer to the 
| vote of the House refusing to him, on that very 
| ground, the appointment of the members of an 
|| Investigating committee, to examine into the de- 
| faleations of his own party. And though the 
| debate on that subject had rushed and raged 
|, through the House like an unchained tiger, leap- 
| ing in all directions, yet this was a point, and the 
| only point, from which it had never departed; 
| here it had fixed its fangs with a determined and 
|| adeadly hold. Trust the Speaker with that ap- 
| pointment the House would not; and now to pass 
| asolemn vote that the Speaker had discharged his 
| duties in an ‘impartial’? manner would be to 
|| declare alie. Mr. P. never would vote for such 
a declaration. He never would say what he did 
not believe, nor record the assertion that the 
Speaker had been impartial when the House had 
| recorded its own vote tothe contrary. Mr. P. had 
_ here in his pocketa little document, which would 
| speak very intelligibly as to this Speaker’s im- 
partiality. He well knew what this resolution of 
| thanks was worth, under existing circumstances. 
| He should speak out plainly and explicitly, as he 
| was wont to do. He knew that the incumbent of 








| the smallest amount of capital was useful to him. 
|| In that game Mr. P. was opposed to him; and he 


| into his own teeth. He would not send that gen- 
|| tleman into the electioneering field with this cer- 
'| tificate in his pocket; he would not certify to the 
|| people of the United States a positive lie, which 
/was to be used against himself and others with 
| whom he acted. He would say to the whole 
| country that, in the formation of the committees 
|| of the House—and what act wus of deeper im- 


r. P. would not be understood as saying that it 
| was unusual or improper that the Speaker of that 


|| mittees, shou 
' 


d place upon them a majority of 


| 


} 


| timent; of this he did not complain; but he be- 
| lieved there was not a legislative body upon the 
globe where, political parties being so nearly bal- 





Mr. P. 


entered into that question, he should claim an || would deal mm no loose or general assertions on 


equal right to do so. 


‘this subject; he would put his finger upon the 


offering of such a resolution. He had seen in- 


jection to uttering a courteous farewell to the | 


| the chair was playing a political game, in which | 


would not, by voting for this resolution, throw it | 


\| aa Speaker had not been impartial. | 


House, in appointing its standing and othercom- | 


those who corresponded with him in political sen- | 








_ Marth 3, 
| powers of deglutition must be very different ihe 


|, those of Mr. P. 
| To begio with the Committee on Fore 


ign Af 
fairs. ow stood partiesthere? There athens 
Administration men to three of the Opposition 
| Was this—Mr. P. put it to gentlemen—was th; 
'| a fair representation of the balance of parties jn 
the House itself? Then there was the Commit. 
|| tee of Ways and Means; every one admitted ji, 
|| importance as standing at the head of the finanevs. 
‘na how was it constituted? Here again it was 
| six to three. But what was the constitution of 
'| the Committee of Elections? Everybody knew 
|| that a place on that committee had been no sine. 
|| cure this Congress; so far from it, the acts anq 
reports of that committee had shaken the pillyry 
|| of this Government, as the blind Sampson shook 
|| the pillars of Dagon’s temple; if they had no; 
been absolutely thrown down, they had at leas: 
been shaken to their foundation. It was a com. 
| mittee in which, of all others, the strictest jm. 
partiality was demanded; for there it was that 
the demon of party was most likely to rear jts 
| hydra head. And how did this committee—, 
| committee of judges—how did it stand? Sryry 
||} toTrwo. Yes, seven to two; and that was this 
|| Speaker’s *‘ impartiality !’? Well, how stood the 
|| case with the Judiciary Committee? Here again 
| it was seven to two, if the distinguished gentle. 
‘| man from Virginia was to be ranked with the 
‘| Administration; but as a change had taken place 
since the constitution of the committee, it stood, 
on the most favorable statement, six to three, 
| Here, then, under the action of this most impar- 
| tial Speaker, the four most important commitiers 
| of the House were so constituted as to give the 
| Administration party, as its very smallest major- 
| ity, two to one; and the most important of them 
1 


i 
i 

j 
| 


all, in a political point of view, had seven on the 
one side, and but two on the other. 
Mr. P. did not mean to be understood as dero- 
gating in the slightest degree from the character, 
or reflecting on the conduct, of the members of 
these committees; far from it. They acted, no 
|| doubt, according to their own views of public 
| duty. He spoke only of the balance of political 
| power in those committees collectively. But how 
| stood matters in those committees which exerted 
| no party or political influence? Oh! there he 
|| found quite a different state of things. The Com- 
1 mittee on Manufactures contained eight Whigs to 
| one Administration man. Now, if their duty bad 
| been to manufacture politics, did any man believe 
| that sucha proportion would have been observed? 
Oh, no; the balance would have been far different. 
Then there came the Committee on Roads and 
| 


Canals—a committee which, however useful or 
important, exerted no political influence; and it 
contained seven Whigs. Here the proportion was 
seven to two. So in the Committee on Revisal 
and Unfinished Business, seven to two. In the 
little Committees on Expenditures in the various 
Departments, it was stull larger; some of these 
were all Whigs. Now, did not this show design? 
Was there nota reason for so greata contrast? 
It showed a deliberately-adopted principle of 
| action, followed out through the whole selection; 
| and this by a Speaker on whose own election to 
the chair the Howse had been so equally divided 
that his election had been carried by thirteen votes 
only out of two hundred and forty-seven. After 
this, could Mr. P. vote to declare that this officer 
'| had been ‘* impartial’’ in exercising his great and 
|| most responsible power? This was inthe appoint 
|| ment of éommittees; and then, as to other cases, 
where the House had been equally divided, and 
the casting vote of the Chair decided the question 
one way or the other, would any gentleman port 
him to asingle instance, whether of greater or of 
minor importance—whether the decision swept 
| away the whole political rights of a State, or rec- 
|| ognized the official claims of the Globe newsps- 
per, or settled the smallest question, where the 
|| vote had not invariably been given in one dirce- 
‘| tion? 
|| Mr. P. did not deny the capacity of the Speak- 
er, his dispatch of business, or his full and thor- 
|| ough knowledge of parliamentary law—he con- 
cokes all this—but it was the facts he had just 
quoted on which M. P. took his stand, and de- 
nied, utterly, the ‘* impartiality’? of the Charr. 
'| And he never would, out of mere courtesy, 1" 


| 
j 
+ 











Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, said that he || facts—facts which, if the gentleman from South || dorse a tool of the Executive, or a tool of the 
had come to the House prepared to expect the |: Carolina [Mr. Ecmonre] was able to swallow, his ' party. 
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Amore perfeetly party Speaker, one who would 
be more disposed to bend the rules of the House 
+) geet the purposes of his own side in politics, 
never had pressed the softand ample cushions of 
that gorgeous chair, To say 

lin the duties of his high office would be 


impartia J ee | 
hut flattery; it would be certifying to what was 


pot true; and Mr. P. had too often seen the ef- | 
rtificates not to be cautious how he | 


rots of ce 
sae them. He was willing to make the Speaker 
; courteous parting bow; but he would not con- 
sent to let him sit there and do all his party work 
and then march out with the honors of war, The 


tt 
it 
il 
i 


To say that he had been | 


duties of the Chair were too important for this. | 


The presiding officer of that House cut out, in 


effect, all the business of the House. It was he 


who placed before it all the material work for | 


vs acuon, and decided who should work it up. 
Through the standing committees of that House, 
his power extended to the utmost bounds of the 


nauion. 


to be the high priest of party—that Moloch, be- 
fore whose altars were daily immolated the dear- 
est rights of this.Republic. The present Speaker 
was, as the House well knew, a candidate at this time 
for the Chief Magistracy of his own Slate; and in the 


It was, in some respects, beyond thatof | 
the President himself. Such an officer ought not | 


‘canvass there, and throughout all the West, this | 


role would be referred to as an undeniable proof 
that he had exercised the utmost impartiality while in 
that chair; and yet the’ House itself had utterly refused 
to trust him. When that damning fact should be 
brought by his opponents, what more would he have to 
do, should this resolve pass, than to tear from the rec- 
ords of the House the leaf which contained it, and, 
holding it up to the sun, pronounce all these repre- 
vntations lo be unfounded calumnies? All those 


gentlemen who did conscientiously believe that | 


the Speaker had been impartial would, of course, 


vote for the resolution; but Mr. P. called upon all | 


who did not, and could not, in their hearts be- 
lieve so, but who did believe that, with strong 
hand, he had wielded his power for the purposes 
ofaparty,to vote againstit. Let those who knew 
the resolution to be untrue, say so by their acts, 


v 
’ 


For, one, if Mr. P. had ever seen the poised nee- | 
die turn and point with still prevailing attraction | 


toward the pole, he had seen that Speaker turn 
with equal constancy towards the interests of his 
pirty. Gentlemen might raise the notes of their 
te Deum laudanus as high as they pleased; but he 

led upon all those whose free sentiments had 

ucrushed on that floor by the weight of his 
olicial truncheon, to let the world see that they 
would not give the lie to those sentiments of in- 
digaation which had often been forced from their 

snuder the smart of oppression. Let them not 
give this unguarded, sweeping certificate of good be- 
havior, to aid the election of the Governor of Tennes- 
se. ‘has to vote a public lie was to set a bad 
a d svi gapeg example, particularly in a free 
wepU ) 


lic 


Mr. P. concluded by moving as his amendment | 


tially 
URRY. 


Mr. GRAY said he did not rise for the pur- 
pose of discussing the,resolution, but for the 
purpose, if the ELouse should agree with him, of 
laving Immediate action upon it, that the House 
wight proceed as speedily as possible to other 
business, He said it was his intention to move 


99 


to the resolution, to strike out the word * impar- | 


the previous question; but before he made that | 


motion he would make a brief reply to the gen- 
man from Mississippi, (Mr. Prentiss,] who 
‘notohjected to the resoldtion on the ground 
(hat the Speaker had not with ability and impar- 


tiality presided over the deliberations of the | 


House; but, on the contrary, the gentleman con- 
ceded that the Speaker had, with ability and im- 
partiality, decided all questions which, by the 
rules and parliamentary law of the House, it had 
been his duty to decide. The whole ground of 
odjection was, that the Speaker had appointed a 


ipetinnsiccene 


| 


majority of his political friends on the leading | 


and most important committees of the House; 
and hence the Speaker had not been impartial. 
he gentleman said, strike out the wor 
paruial,’? and he would vote for the resolution. 
* Was it not the duty of the Speaker to appoint 
committees as the House cinta done? Can 
‘ny one doubt that the House would, by ballot, 
Lave elected comnmttees precisely, or at least sub- 
Stamtiaily, ag the Speaker appointed them? 
Could an instance be given in which a commit- 


‘© im- | 


cust@mary here, and is custemary in all the 


tee had been elected, that the majority of the 
House had not placed a distinet majority of their 
p@bitical friends upon the committee? There is a 
case too recent to be forgotten by the House—the 
Swartwout committee. A mejority of the House 
are opposed to the Independent Treasury, and 
supposed, pe:haps, that w they could have a 
committee of Opponents of that measure, argu- 
ments might be found against the measure; and 
what was the result? The committee was six and 
three—two to one against the Administration. 
The resolution offered is not novel; it has been 
State 
Legislatures. One was passed complimentary to 
Mr. Stevenson at the expiration of his term of 
service. He pursued the same course as the 
present Speaker in the appointment of commit- 
tees; and, more recently, at the expiration of the 
term of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 


| Bexx,] a resolution in nearly if not the precise 


language with the one under consideration, was 
passed. The gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Beii,} who was then in favor of the Adminis- 


| tration, followed the example of Mr. Stevenson 


in the appointment of committees. 

Mr. G. said he had before him the Journals, 
and would read the appointment of committees 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. 
Bet, ]if any one desired it. The present Speaker 


| has done the same, nothing more; and less he 


| could not do, unless he entirely disre 


| colleague would recollect. 


varded the 
will of the majority. : 

Mr. G. said his colleague [Mr. Curtis] had 
raised a question of order upon the introduction 
of the resolution, and as he supposed his object 


was to defeat the resolution by preventing its con- | 


sideration, Mr. G. said he would refer to an ex- 
ample in the New York Legislature, which his 
In 1838, the present 
Lieutenant Governor of that State was Speaker 
of the Assembly. 
ran high; frequent collisions took place between 


| 


During the session party spirit | 


the minority of the House and the Speaker; | 


| many appeals were taken from the Speaker’s de- 


cision, and much asperity was exhibited in de- 
bate; and yet, at the he 
minority joined in an expression of thanks to the 
Speaker. A distinguished individual of that mi- 
nority, formerly a member of this House, [Mr. 
Mann,] as is usual on such occasions, rose avove 
the party excitement that had prevailed, and made 
aspeech highly complimentary to the Speaker; 
it was due to the Speaker and the honor of the 
State, that the minority should thus act; and 
should the same just spirit prevail here, what is 
due to the dignity of the House, to the Speaker, 
and to the honor of the nation would be done. 
But another and moge significant objection is 
raised; it is, that the adoption.of this resolution 


Se of | SCSSION, the 


| may make him political capital; that it may be 





used inthe Tennessee election ** upon every stump 
in the State;’’ hence the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi would withhold from him the justice which, 
by parliamentary custom, is due to him, lest, by 


doing justice to him now, he may have justice | 


done him hereafter in his own State. Mr. G. said 
it was nota matter that ought to be discussed; 


| the facts in the case were upon record, and known 


to the House; the propriety of the resolution was 
self-evident; and if gentlemen wished to make a 
party question of it, and show the country that 
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they carried party feelings to an unprecedented | 


and unwarrantable extent, the sooner they declare 
it the better. 
Mr. G. then moved the previous question. - 
The previous question having been moved upon 


the resolution, it was seconded; and upon the | 
motion shall the main question be put, which was 


upon the adoption of the resolution, it was decided 


| in the affirmative by the following vote: 


} 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 


| Beatty, Bickuell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 


Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, 


| 


| Chaney, Chapman, Coles, Conner, Crary, Cushman, Daw-, | 


son, Davec, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Elmore, Far- 
rington, Fry, Gallup, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Ham- 
mond, Harri-on, Hawkins, Willlain Ef. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Murray, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter. Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pinmer, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Put- 
nam, Reily, Rives, Sheffer. Spencer, Sweg@gingen, Taylor* 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey. Towns. Turney, Vail, Wagener, 
Webster, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—92. 


_them have had a severer ordeal to pass 
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NAYS—Messrs, Adams, John W. Allen, Ayerigg, Beli, 
Bond, Borden, friggs, Jolin Calhoon, William B. Caupben, 
Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childe, Clark, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston. Crockett, Curtis, Dartingten, Dennis, 
Duna, Evans, Ewiug, Fiilisorce, Riee Garland, Goode, Wit 
liam Graham, Graves, Grenuel, Tall, Halsted, Hastings, 
Herod, Hopkins, William €. Johnson, Kennedy, Mattory, 
Maury, MeKennan, Menefec, Mercer, Milligan. Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Ogiv, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Pous, Sergeant 
S. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reneher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Robinson, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sibley, Staniv, Stratton, ‘Patiaterro, Tillinghast, 
John White, Lewis Witliains, Josep); I.. Williams, Cliris- 
topher H, Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—-75, 


The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the resolution; which was taken by yeas and 
nays, and passed by the following vote: 


YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banka, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bieknoll, Birdsall, Roukdin, Briggs, Brod 
head, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambrefeng, Johan 
Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Coles, Connor, Cra- 
ry, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Elmore, Farrington, Fry, 
Gallup, James Garland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Hatley, Ham 
mond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Howard, William HL 
Munter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, Joim W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kiingen 
sinith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, John M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Abraham MeCiellan, Robert Me 
Clean, MeClure, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 
Samuet W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Parker, Parmenter, Pat 
ris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Plumer, Pratt, John UH. Pren- 
tiss, Putnam, Reily. Rives, Sheffer, Spencer, Swearingen, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, ‘Toucey, Towns, ‘Turney, Vail, 
Wagener, Webster, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor- 
thington, and Yell—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Averigg, Pell, 
Bond, William B. Calhoun, Jotn Cathoon, Witham B&B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, 
Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, 
Dunn, Evans, Ewing, Rice Garland, Goode, William Gia 
ham, Graves, Grennell, Halsted, Herod, William C. John 
son, Kennedy, Sampson Mason, MeKennan, M 


Childe, 


nefee, 


Mercer, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Peck, Pope, Ser 
geant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rob 
ertson, Russell, Saltonstall, Augustine TH. Slepperd, Sib 


ley, Stanly. Stratton, Johu White, Lewi 
opher H. Williams, Wise, and Word—57. 


Wilthame, Clirist 


A motion was made by Mr. CONNOR that the 
House adjourn without day, when 

The SPEAKER rose, and address 
as#*follows: 

Gentlemen of the House of Represe 


In 
taking leave of this body, tu all probability for- 


ever, emotions are excited which no language 


ed the House 


niatives: 


can adequately convey. Wohin Llook back to 
the period when I first took my seat in this 
House, and then look around me for those who 


were at that time my associates here, IL find but 

few, very few, remaining. But five 
. - . 

who were here with me fourtecet year 


members 





s azo, con- 
tinue to be members of this body. My service 
here has been constant and laborious. I can, 
perhaps, say what but few others, if any, can— 
that I have not failed to attend the daily sittings 


of this House a single day since I have been a 
member of it, save on a single occasion, when 
prevented for a short time by indisposition. In 


7 intercourse with the members of this body, 
whe 


n I occupied a place upon the floor, though 
occasionally engaged in debates upon interesting 
public questions, and of an exciting character, 
it is a source of unmingled gratification to me 
to recur to the fact that on no occasion was 
there the slightest personal or unpleasant colli- 
sion with any of its members. Maititaining, 
and at all times expressing, my own opinions 
firmly, the same right was fully conceded to 
others. Our discussions were at that time con- 
ducted with that courtesy and decorum, and re- 


| spect for the opinion of others, which ought ever 
to prevail in a deliberative assembly. 


kor four 
years past the station | have occupied, and a 


sense of propriety, in the divided and unusually 


excited state of public opinion and feeling which 
has existed both in this House and in the coun- 
try, have precluded me from participating in your 
debates. Other duties were assigned me. 

The high office of Speaker, to which it has been 


| twice the pleasure of this Hlouse to elevate me, 


has been at all times one of labor and high re- 
sponsibility. Its difficult, and often delicate, duties 


| have been fully appreciated and freely expresscd 


by all my predecessors. They have all borne 
testimony to the difficulty, nay, impossibility, of 
discharging its duties with entre satisfaction to 
all, especially in seasons of high politiexl or party 
excitement. Whilst they have borne this tes 
mony, I think I may truly affirm that none of 
than has 
fallen to my lot. Frequent have been the occa- 
sions when, but for the indulgent and liberal sup- 
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port at all times given to me by this House, I 


should have been utterly unable to preserve that 
order and decorum which should ever attend the 
deliberations of the representatives of the people. 
It has been made my duty to decide more ques- 
tions of parliamentary law and of order, many of 
them of a complex and difficult character, arising 
often in the midst of high excitement, in the 
course of our proceedings, than had been decided, 
it is believed, by all my predecessors, from the 
foundation of thisGovernment. This House has 
uniformly sustained me, without distinction of 
the political parties of which it has been com- 
posed. Our records will show, that upon the nu- 
merous appeals which have been taken to the 
House, I have been sustained by both political 
pee, and often by decided and large peer. 

hough doubtless [| may often have fallen into 
error in poate deciding novel questions, sud- 
denly raised, I trust it was not on points material, 
and I know it was never intended. I return to 


this House my thanks for their constant support 
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in the discharge of the arduous and difficult duties 
I have had to perform. 
But, gentlemen, my acknowledgments are @s- 
cially due to the majority of this House for the 
igh and flattering evidence they have given me 
of their approbation of my conduct as the pre- 
siding officer of the House, 7 the resolution you 
have been per to pass. I regard this as the 
highest and most valued testimonial I have ever 
received from this House, because I know that the 
circumstances under which it has sed has 
made it matter of substance, and not of mere form. 
I regard it as of infinitely more value than if it 
had been the common matter-of-course and cus- 
tomary resolution, which, in the courtesy usually 
prevailing between the presiding officer and the 
members of any deliberate assembly, is always 
d at the close of their deliberations. That 
is unmeaning—is indiscriminately conferred—is a 
mere act of courtesy, and possesses, compara- 
tively, but little value. I return to the majority 
of this House, what I sincerely feel, my grateful 
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thanks for this high evidence of their approt 
tion and regard, given, as it has been, at a tj 
of high party excitement, which, in the aceg 
plishment of party and political objects, but to, 
often disregards all other considerations, | g 
bear it in grateful remembrance to the latest hour 
of my life. 

I trust this high office may in future times by 
filled, as doubtless it willbe, by abler men. It 
cannot, I know, be filled by any one who will de. 
vote himself with more zeal and untiring industry 
to do his whole duty than I have done. 

We ate now about to separate, many of yy 
never again to meet. I wish you, gentlemen, , 
safe return to your families and friends; and wha. 
ever our respective future destinies may be, my 
prayer to a beneficent and overruling Providencs 
is, that our future lives may be useful and happy, 

TheSPEAKER thenannounced that the Houg 
stood adjourned without day. __ 

The House (at two o’clock, a. m.) adjourned 
sine die. 






sand ensnnnhiaaeeenianronentaneaniatanie an, 


O 


ey 


poe 


A 
A 











py. 


ul 


, LIST OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


STATEMENT 


Showing the Appropriations made during the Third 
Session of the Twenty-Fifth Congress of the United 
States of America, specifying the amount and ob- 
ject of each. 


By the act (H. R. No. 891) making appropria- 
tions for the support of Government for the year 
1839. 


For pay and mileage of members of Congress and dele- | 


ROB cece d wovcce ceed cecssces css coces coves cull, e4t OO 
For pay of officers and clerks of the Senate and 
House of Representatives...........-seeee08 4 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all other inci- 
dental and contingent expenses of the Senate, 35,000 00 
For stationery, fuel, printing, and all other inci- 
dental and contingent expenses of the House 
of Representatives.....ccecscereescecseccses 100,000 00 


H. R. No. 981. 


For compensation to the President and Vice 
President of the United States, the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of the cari the 
Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the Postinaster General.........cceeeeees 

For salary of the Secretary to sign patents for 
public lands, per act of the second of March, 
eighteen hundred and thifty-three........... 

For clerks and messengers in the office of the 
Secretary Of State.....esseesevecssececesens 

For the contingent expenses of the Department 

_ of State, including publishing and distributing 
MO RWB. oes seccecccccee c ceccscccecccsceses BOY 

For compiling and printing the Biennial Regis- 
ROP. cecdcccess c0ctec ceus cencceccsccce sccces 

For the superintendent and watchmen of the 
Northeast Executive building.... ..........06 

For contingent expenses of said ‘building, in- 
cluding fuel, oil, jabor, and repairs.......... . 

For compensation. to the clerks and messengers 
in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury.. 16,450 00 

For compensation to the elerks in said office, per 
act of twenty-third June, eighteen hundred 


1,500 00 
20,300 00 


SU SUNN cae cE civens sccvaddecctseccesre See OO 
For compensation to the First Comptroller of 

the Treasury ....seseceee sssccesececescesece 00 
For compensation to the clerks and messengers 

in the office of the First Comptroller......... 19 00 
For compensation tothe Second Comptroller... 3,000 00 | 


For compensation to the clerks and messenger 

in the office of the Second Comptroller, in- 

cluding the compensation of two clerks trans’ 

ferred from the office of the Fourth Auditor.. 12,250 00 
For compensation to the First Auditor of the 


SUOMOUET a vivis Guerecebée dev cscessseidbocssce: 8000 00} 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger 

in the office of the Pirst Auditor............. 15,900 00 | 
For compensation to the Second Auditor of the 

RUOUT Fei bis 5 0c 00 nnddvctiedes Hee sviess es B00 | 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger 

in the office of the Second Auditor........... 17,900 00 | 
For compensation to the Third Auditor......... 3, 000 00 | 
For co nsation to the clerks and messengers 

in the office of the Third Auditor...... ...... 27,250 00 
For three additional cierks, under the act of the 

twentieth April, eighteen hundred and thirty- 

eight, to enable the Third Auditor to execute 

the act of sixth April, eighteen hundred and 

thirty-eight,... Fem eer eee ete ee ee eesees teeeee 2,400 06 


For compensation to two additional clerks, em- 
ployed under the act of the eighteenth Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, for the 
payment for horses and other property lost or 


MR nad 2 iin tend as aha watha sebhen 2,400 00 
For compensation to fhe Fourth Auditor,...... 3,000 00 — 
For compensation to’ the clerks and messenger 

in the office of the Fourth Auditor........... 15,950 00. 
For an additional clerk in the same, to carry into 

effect the act of the third of March, eighteen 

hundred and thirty-seven, for the more equi- 

table administration of the pension fund...... 1,000 00 
For compensation to the Fitt Auditor,......... 3,000 00 

or compensation to the clerks and messenger 

in the office of the Fifth Auditor.............. 9,800 00 
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60,000 00 | 


For compensation of two clerks in the office of 
the Fitth Auditor, according to the act of the 
seventh July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
| GUNG. cs can checaccnses antosecened censencccces ¢ 
For compensation to the Treasurer of the United 
BUNS. case csocencccce cesccevecccecees eenece: 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Treasurer of the United 
| DURISE va iasccrecsccusavesnes etna nccvidcaepene Segre @ 
For compensation to the Register of the Treasury, 3, 000 0 
| For conpensation to the clerks and messengers 
in the office of the Register of the Treasury. . 24,200 
|| For compensation of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, per act of fourth July, 
|| eighteen hundred and thirty-six......-..s00.- 3, 
|| For compensation of the recorder, solicitor, 
draughtsman, and assistant draughtsman, 
clerks, messengers, and packers, in the office 
| of the Commissioner of the General Land 
| SIEM en ss. cccksweoses0 eee vo suth ence best 
|| For compensation to the Solicitor of the 'Treas- 
ULY ccc cccccc ccc vccccsccecceseres evcenese 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger 
in the office of the Solicitor of the Treasury.. 


For expenses of stationery, printing, and all 
other contingent expenses of the Treasury 
Department, viz: 

For the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
including copying and expenses incurred in 
| consequence of the burning of the Treasury 


3,950 00 


eRe. case's ceeve Sb cd vebe oecene 
For translating foreign languages, and for receiv- 

ing and transmitting passports and sea-letters, 

in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
|| For stating and printing public accounts........ 
|| For the office of the First Comptrolier......... 
For the office of the Second Comptroller....... 
|| For the office of the First Auditor. .......+ 05+ 
|| For the office of the Second Auditor. ........+. 
|| For the office of the Third Auditor .........5.. 
} 


12,500 00 


2253 
3 


g 
88 88882288 


~ 
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For the office of the Fourth Auditor........... 
For the office of the Fifth Auditor..... 
| For the office of the ‘T'reasurer of the United 
| DERI. 66k Kes c bude eesti rbacted Sdoveccecace 
For the office of the Register of the Treasury.. 
For the office of the Solicitor of the Treasury... 
For parchments, books, stationery, advertising, 
rent of an additional building, and contingent 
expenses of the General Land Office, and for 
books and blanks for the district land offices. . 
For compensation of superintendent and two 
watchmen for the additional building for the 
} 


te tet ee et BD et 


~~ 


“if : 





19,753 00 


use of the General Land Office..........0005 1 
For compensation of the superintendent and 
watchman of the Southeast Executive build- 

\| For Shatlngaia expenses of the building occupied 
| by the Treasury, including fuel, oil, labor, re- 
pairs, furniture, and for rent, amounting to 
three thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 
per annum........ os cveccece 
For compensation to the clerks and messengers 
1 in the office of the Secretary of War, includ- 


g 
3 


| 
| 


Pe ee SG 2, 100 00 


eee eee eeeee nee 


12,000 00 


i] ing the messenger in the bounty! 
For contingent expenses of the office 
retary of War....... 


d bureau.. 


13,300 00 
the Sec- 


3,000 00 
1,000 00 
3,000 00 
3,000 00 


| 
|| For books, maps, and plans ‘for the War Depart- 
Hl ROOMNR Sea iscsi ba SESE bp beG i azeRAEL Ve weens 
For compensation of extra clerks, "when em- 
| ployed in said office........... ecacesbecbecs 
For compensation of the Commissioner of In- 
GRAN AMTBir8 . occ ccc cece cove ccccccseccsese 
For compensation of the clerks and messengers 
in the office of the Commissioner of Indian 
1] AMG inc ccaccccdccsscssctesersesscs dite 
|| For contingent expenses of said office.......... 
|| For compensation of the Commissioner of Pen- 


16,400 00 
2,000 00 
GIOMB oc ccdcic vicces cdcscvecescicccsscccsodes aye OO 
|| For compensation of clerks transferred from the 
|| office of the Secretary of War to the office of 


|} _ the Commissioner of Pensions............... 4,800 (0 
|| For compensation to clerks and messengers for 

|| the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, 

‘| authorized by the act of ninth of May, eigh- 

ek aa eta ion o eng sot 13,450 00 
' contingent expenses of said office......:... 3,000 99 


-+++107,850 00 | 
3,500 00 | 


| 


1} 
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For compensation to clerks and messengers in 
the office of the Paymaster General,........ 
For contingent expenses of said office, including 

two hundred dollars for arrearages . eee 
For compensation of clerk and messenger in the 
office of the Commanding General, ....+.+++: 


For contingent expenses of said office..... e sees 
For compensation to clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Adjutant General . Ceeecseese 


For contingent expenses of said Ciccses vk0s 
For compensation of clerks and messenger ‘in the 
effice of the Quartermaster General. 
For contingent expenses of said office.......... 
For compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Commissary General of Purchases, 
For contingent expenses of said office.......... 
For compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Commissary General of Subsist- 
ORES cccvcccccccccesercccces sovcveceecceses 
For contingent expenses of said office........ 
For compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Chief Engineer ...........++.+++ 
For contingent expenses of said office including 
one thousand dollars for expenses attending 
the removal of the office..........++. Cncecnce 
For compensation to clerk and messenger in the 
office of the Surgeon General....... 
For contingent expenses of said office......... 
For compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
Ordnance office . 


eeereeane 


eeeee cere seeeeereoeee ** 


For contingent expenses of anid office........<. 
For compensation to the clerks and messenger in 
the Topographical Bureau. ............+. eoces 


For contingent expenses of said DUreath.«.sseees 
For compensation to the superintendent and 
watchman of the Northwest Executive build- 
For contingent expenses of said building, inelud- 
ing rent of bounty land office, for labor, fuel, 
oil, and repairs, and for the contingencies of 
the fire engines and apparatus.............. ae 
For compensation of the clerks and —— ngers 
in the office of the Secretary of the Navy...... 
| For contingent expenses of said office, including 
three thousand dollars for extra clerk hire. 
For compensation to the Commissioners of the 
PORT MOE Gis cde cccucadacces cocncrecvesesse 
For compensation of the Secretary of the nove 
DORs sc ctiessvsscoess 
a. compensation to the clerks and messe nge r 
OF the Navy Board... c.cs cocccsssccce covcesese 
| wor contingent expenses of said office, including 
seven hundred dollars for arrearages of extra 


eee een en ene 


Clerk ire. ......6 ccocsseescece eee cccevesees 
For salary of superintendent and watchman of 
the Southwest Executive building...... ocecese 


For altering and painting passages in ‘eaid building, 

| For contingent expenses of said building.. 

For compensation to three Assistant Postmasters 
General, per act July third, eighteen hundred 


SUB UP OE os cess susoceseravessee au vanune * 
For compensation to clerks and messengers in 
the General Post Office ........ .cceee ceeeeeee 


For topographer and additional clerks in said of- 
fice, and a clerk to ae the Serre ac- 
COUME nncccoccccosseces seesecsscccse escoese 

For contingent expenses of said office, including 
four thousand dollars for rent and f\ wel for the 
Auditors OMCG se.o00c cscecsccccscccsecccces ‘ 

For compensation of two watchmen.. 

ae to the Auditor of the Post Of 

Doccved seccsacecoce coccccecces secces cesses 

For compensation to clerks and inessengers in 
Said OF1CE......ccccesceses édpevrhese 66460060 

For eleven additional clerks in said office. ...... 

For contingent expenses of said office, including 
the expense of q arterly ge. stationery, 
printing, and pay of laborers, . ekcetse 

For compensation to the oe or ‘ge neral north- 
west of the Ohio........ a sasbvaananss 

For compensation to clerks i in his office, per acts 
of ninth May, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, 
For compensation to the surveyor generai for 
Iitinoie a and Missouri... c+sseeeecscsceeres 

For compensation to clerks in the office of said 
ones Seed per ucts of ninth May, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six ........... 


seeeee 


. $7,100 00 
700 00 


1,500 00 
300 00 


me a) 


oo > a 
g2 85 £8 
se 83 Se 


#2 
e2 


o 
eS 
= 
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1,500 00 


1,650 00 
500 00 


8.650 00 
1,000 00 


2,500 00 
1,235 00 


2,250 00 


4,700 00 
12,850 00 
6,000 00 
0,500 00 
2,000 00 
8,450 00 


2,500 00 
1,250 00 
1,200 00 
3,350 00 
7,500 00 
48,600 00 


11,600 00 
12,500 00 
600 00 
3,000 00 
5,000 00 
13,200 00 


4,700 00 
2,000 00 

6,200 0 

2,000 00 


3,820 00 
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For compensation to the surveyor general ¢ of 
Arkansas.... 
Por compens 
BUrVeyOT E 





i | 00290004 CCNE8 Heneens 
For compensation of the surveyor general of 
LeOUIBIANA ccc cece ere ereeres coo receece e+ees 
For compens<ation te: clerks in the office of said 
surveyor general, per acts of ninth May, eigh 
teen hundred and UluIty SIX... 2... ceees eneeees 
For compensauon ol luc surveyor general ot 
Mississipppi...e secs cccece secesocecesvescecee 


For compensation of clerks in the offic e of said 
surveyor general, per acts of ninth May, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six. obs becde gore 

For compensation of the eurve eyor gene ral ‘of 
Alabama...... s+ e esc cog see ges 

For compensation of ¢ cler ks in iu 1¢ Office of paid 
surveyor general, per acts of ninth May, eigh- 


teen hundred and Usirty SIX... cee cece eee eens 
For compensation of the surveyor general of 
POCNEEG p whee voce conch s090605 65se none 20 eves 
Por compensation of clerks in Fy 00 of said 
surveyor general....... oseeeee Cee sere eseecs 


For compensation of the surveyor general of 
Wisconsin, and of the clerks in his office, per 
act of twelith June, —": hundred and 
thirty -Cight.0.ccsrecosccccesccescsese eescece 

For extra clerks and draughtsmen in the offices 
of the surveyors general, to be apportioned 
according to the exigencies of the service..... 
For extra clerks to transcribe field-notes of 

survey, for the purpose of having them pre- 
strved at the scat of Government, to be ex- 
pended in case fire-proof vaults are not fur- 
nished for their preservation, at the following 


jurors sors and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising 

from fines, penalties, and forfeitures, incurred 

in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-nine 

and preceding years ; and likewise, for defray- 

ing the expenses of suits in which the United 

States are concerned, and of prosecutions for 

offenses committed against the United States, 

and for the safe-keeping of prisoners, in addi- 

tion to former appropriations... .....+«+++++ «$128,000 00 | 
lor tie payment of pensions granted by special 

OCts OF Congress ..oceree.svccecocecceesscess 1000 00 
For the support and maintenance of light- houses, 

floating lights, beacons, buoys, and stakages, 

including the purchase of jamps, oils, keepers’ 

salaries, repairs, improvements, and contingent 

OXPCNSOSs 4. cecereserencrrenscecens soap conh 04, 331 60 
For survey of the coast of the United States, in- 

cluding the compensation of the superintendent 

and assistants.... 
For the compensation to two keepers of the pub- 

lic archives in Florida.......eccesseeeeeseeee 1,000 00 
For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 

against the United States, not otherwise pro- 

vided for, as shall be admitted in due course 

of settlement at the Treasury...........0+++++ 12,000 00 
l’or salaries of ministers of the U Mite di States to 

Great Britain, Franee, Spain, Russia, Prussia, 

BOG ARIS vn iis o.0.0'000808 oe Ko epks'n'ena'ecssnvte CARO 
For salaries of the secretaries of legation to the 





same places...... Rae aeeneeeensane vasoue ave Sane O01) 
| For salaries of the c hargés des affaires to Portu- 


gal, Denmark, Sweden, Jfoliand, Belgium, 
Brazil, Chili, "Peru, Central Ame: rica, “New 
Granada, Venezuela, Texas, and Naple 8, in- 


cluding an arrearage to the chargé d’affaires to 





wor eavenaie tus Cheneenenesie SAMMI 





For alteration and repairs of the Capitol, and in- 

Cidental EXPENSES... ...... cece eeececsececes St 198 00 
| For lighting lamps, and keeping in order the pub- ; 

lic grounds around the Capitol, the iron water- 

pipes, and wooden fences..........esee0.+02. 6,306 00 
For attendance on the western gates of the C — ee 

WOR vcccee snes cccnesettecosscse onaee « 547 
For removing a light-house on Goat Islan |, ‘be ing 

the balance of former appropriations carried to 

the surplus fUNd.... +205 ceseeereeeses cree sees 8,706 75 
For deepening the straight channel of the east 

pass to Appalachicola, Florida, being the bal- 

ance of an appropriation transferred to this im- 

provement, and since carried to the surplus 

TUNG. cece ewes cevsenceeececerecscessseseeees 9,900 00 
For improving the harbor of Saybrook, by re- 

moving the bar at the mouth of Connecticut 

river, being the balance of an appropriation car- 

ried to the suplus [Und .........eeeees sees eee 15,710 09 
For an outfit of a chargé d’affaires to Uolland... 4,500 09 
For completing the warehouse at Baltimore.... 30,000 09 
For balance due on account of the first volume 

of the Documentary History of the United 

DUN sesdncd ba dogs. donde canesn ener shsainnce 5,602 09 
For the balance due I. Randall fora lot of ground 

upon which the engine-house of the Union 

Fire Company has been erected...... seeeenee 300 00 
For surveying the public lands in the State of 

IHinois, and for surveys not yet completed.... 12,000 09 
For repairs of the custom-house at Key West.. 1,625 00 
lor the third payment to Luigi Persico, under 

the contract with him for a group of statues 

for the Capit0l...ccccccsecceccccecscesceesse 4,000 0 
For the third payment to the artists engaged in 

executing paintings for the rotundo of the 


ad 


ollices, Viz: 


i 
| 
| 
Texas of one thousand two hundred and eighty- Capit .. 6.00 ceccee recess cence ces seseseeses 8,000 00 






ae 
pate 


Of the surveyor general northwest of the Ohio, 4,500 00 four dOMArs......cceeee ceseeeceeecesececeees 59,784 00 |} For engraving a chart of the bay and harbor of 
Of the surveyor general of Illinois and Mis- | For salary of a minister resident of the United LE - WER NIN sn ton oa wné bie) i0e'hn on. xavnweeNenee te 5,000 00 
; SOUL +. ++ 0. Sceah hoe cme teuheee. spe te ope 3,880 00 || States toTurkey........seeceeeseeeeeeeeees 6,000 00 || For paying the clerks in the custom-house at 
Of the surveyor gr Arkansas.......+.+. 3,000 00 || Por salary of the dragoman, and for contingent {| Philadelphia the arrears of their salaries from 
Of the surveyor generai of Louis iana...... sees 4,500 00 || expenses of the legation to Turkey.........+. 6,500 00 || eighteen hundred and thirty-two to eighteen 
Of the surveyor general of] Mississippi........+ 4,290 00 || For contingent expenses of all the ‘missions | hundred and thirty-seven, so as to make the 
Of the surveyor general of Wisconsin. -eeses 3,000 00 abroad. ocnecenpeceses sesesncseess 00,000 00 | same equal to what they received in the last 
For compensation to the Commissione rof Public || For salaries of the consuls of the United States |} mentioned year, onthe same principle that has 
Buildings in Washington..... apie gah iy ese 2,300 00 at London and Paris........cssececcsserees- 4,000 00 ‘(| been applied at New York......cceseceeecers 15,000 0 
For compensation to three assis tants to the Com || For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary || For procuring such books and papers relating to 
niissioner, as superintendent of the Potomac SNE Sree ee eee a dane tnne/ tee Spanish grants of land, formerly belonging to 
bridge, and for the expense of oil forlamps... 1,950 00 || Forthe relief and protection of American seamen || the late Spanish s@rveyors in the Territories 
‘For compensation to officers and clerks of the | $n Foreign COUNHES .0 005 0.000009,000n00:50909 ..- 40,000 00 || of Orleans and Florida, as may be useful to 
Sct ss dehoe0 sbepnenn seen SenSs sesseessee 20,400 60 |! For the contingent expenses of foreign inter- 1 protect the interests of the United States, and 
For pay of laborers in the various de ‘partine nts of fT . CORNED. «+ nccndpede On2n0,abeerdenomens eanitsas.sateee see to be expended only with the approbation of 
: the Mint, and for contingent expenses........ 23,000 00 || For clerk hire, office rent, stationery and other the Secretaries of the State and Treasury De- 
- Por incidental and contingent expenses, includ || expenses in the office of the American consul || partinents, alter an inspection and examina- 
} ing the wastage of gold and silver, fuel, mate- | in London, per act of nineteenth January, (| tion of said books and papers by a competent 
rs rials, stationery, water-rent, and taxes....... 18,000 00 || — cighteen hundred and thirty-six.............. 2,800 CO || _ person or persons, at the General Land Office, 20,000 00 
For new machinery ...... 00 sse0s ep sesee ° 3,000. 00 || For interpreters, guards, and other expenses in- — For the support of the United States Penitentiary 
For specimens of ores : nd coins to be reserve ed | cidental to the consulates in the Turkish do- in the city of Washington for the year cighteen 
Sr a; s,s akon sj euw aaron Ghhensaene PNT in 55555505 s Betas Kebv ce soe 5,500 60 hundred aud thirty-nine, including the pay of 
For compensation to the officers aad clerk ofthe For salary of the  principabwnd (Wo asnisti ut li- officers and agents, rations, clothing, beds, 
branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina..... brarians, pay of the messenger, and for contin- bedding, hospital stores and medicines, repairs 
For pay of laborers in the various SEES of geut expenses of the Library.........+ herwaneane to buildings, fuel, raw matenals to be worked 
Se NG oa nnetons cenbass scnans Dp osnen oennee Por the purchase of books forthe Library of Con- . | Up, allowanee to discharged convicts, and 
For wastage of gold, and for contingente xp ses A ae a eee ae cose 5,000 00 || other contingencies, as per estimate of board 
of the saine.......06.- Ore eeescccecesssmeeece l’or stationery, fuel, printing, and all other con- i} 


For compensation to th ofticer rs aud clerk Of the 
branch miint at Dahlonega, Georgia.. ee 
For pay of | :dorers in the Various de partir rents of 

UNE SAME ...... cere ccerececer cress 
For wastage of 
of the same 
For the comp the officers and ¢ clerks 
of the branch mint at New Orleans........... 
For pay of laborers in the various departments of 
the same.... 
Por wastage 





es eeeeeee ee eee eee 





expenses ofthe same........+ 000.00 .9:0000 cone 
For compensation of the Governor, Jud dges, and 
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory...... eorece 


For contingent expenses, pay, and mileage of the 
members of the Legi pe Assembly, pay of 
officers o of the Council, printing, furniture, sta- 
tionery, fuel, and other incidental expenses. 

For compe nsatio i of the Governor, Judges, i 
Seerctary of the Territory of Florida.......... 

For conting it expenses, pay, and mileage of the 
members of the Legislative Council of said Ter- 
ritory, pay of the oflicers of the Council, print 
ing, furniture, rent, spaniels. and other 
incidental expenses..... oe pees secees 

For compeusation to the Gove ror, "Judges, an d 
Secretary of the Territory of Towa.... .eescee 

For contingent expenses, pay, and mileage of the 
Legislative Assembly, pay of officers, printing, 
furniture, stationery, fuel, and all other inei- 
dental expenses, including an arrearage of 
sixteen thousand three hundred and fitty-four 
dollars, for eighteen hundred and thirty-eight.. 

For compensation to the Chief Justice, the as 
sociate judges, and district judges of the Uni- 
ted States...... 0 pecese senas ereee 

For compensation to the. Chief Justice ‘and ats- 
sociate judges of the District of Columbia, and 
of the judges of the criminal and orphans’ 
courts of said District.......... ab ossecees toes 

For compensation to the Attorney Generalof the 
United States...... ca bee cece Kecceseces.cscece 

For compensation of clerk and messenger in the 
otlice of the Attorney General.......see.0000. 

For contingent expenses of said office.......... 

For compensation to the reporter of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court.....sccessceseseessess 

For compensation to the district attorneys and 
marshals, as granted by law, including those 





in the several Territories, and arrearages..... 14,842 00 


Por defraying the expenses of the Supreme Court 


and the district courts of the United States, 
jneluding the District of Columbia; also, for 


| For preparing, printing, and binding documents 


tingent expeuses of the Scuate, in addition to 
former appropriations........ +++ ey . 40,000 00 


| For stationery, fuel, priniag, and all other con- 


lingent expenses of the House of Represent- 


atives, in addition to former r ~ppropriations... 100,000 09 | 
| Por salary of the principal gardener............ 1,200 00 


For alterations aud repairs of the President’s 
house and furniture, and for superintendence 
of the grounds ....... cagsine is ON bbs $03 e90 m0 

ordered by the resolutions of the Senate of the 

second of July, cighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, and second of March,eighteen hundred and 
thirty seven, relating to the establishment of 
the sent of Government; plans and surveys 
for the improvement of harbors and rivers, 
roads, and canals, to be disbursed under the 
direction of the Committee to Audit and Con- 
trol the Contingent Expenses of the Senate... 15,000 00 


|| For expenses arising under the act for the relief 


of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
SUES... dgtenas 05 snaned hs 0099) e993 258% ne 0) 


| For an appropriation carried to the surplus fund 


on the thirty-first of December, eighteen hun- 

dred and thirty-six, for a brick wall around the 

custom house at New Orleans......g...-.. 5,500 09 
For completing the marine hospital at Mobile.. 15,000 00 
Foran appropriation carried to the surplus fund 

on the thirty-first of Deceinber, cightcen hun- 

dred and thirty-seven, for the repair of the pier 

aud wharves of the public stores ou Staten 

Beland ...ccrccssets = os pate nsasgyeyee-.eegree ae 
For constructing the custom house at Boston... 75,000 00 | 


| For constructing the custom house at New 
WOOK sons vcos cccnaceseesicesheioncess seveie tee | 


For furnishing one hundred and fifty-six rooms 
in the new Treasury building, including one 
thousand dollars for shelves and cases in the 
various rooms occupied by the Register...... 16,600 00 
For carrying into effect the acts relating to the 
Smithsonian legacy, to be paid out of the fund 


arising from that legacy.......s++.-ssee- e222 10,090 00 


For surveying the public lands, in addition to the 


unexpended balance of former appropriations, 15,000 00 | 


For surveying the public lands in Louisiana, at 

arate not exceeding eight dollars per mile, in 

addition to the special appropriation for this 

purpose .per act of third of March, eighteen 

hundred and thirty-Seven..e. cesiee veeeeeenee 15, 000 00 
For the consiruction of the Post Office..........150,000 00 | 
Tor the construction of the new Treasury me 
For the constsuction of the Patent Office... +... gry) 000 fo: 


3,465 00 | 








of inspectors, .......... aphreess uanen.ca: seen 
For the survey of the southe ri boundary of the 
DORMIALY OF LOWE noc copenccvcesscesncesenesiin mney 
For the survey of the public lands worth of the 
Wisconsin and Neenah rivers, in Wisconsin, 5,000 00 
For three new cupolas over the Library of Con- 
EIUSS ce ceee creeee eee eens tnimds ophnueeiied ane 
For branch pipes and stop-cocks to water ihe 
Comtel YOUNES. .« 5 ax sneescenn< cates \Siee shar... eee 
For repairing the water-pipes from the Tiber, 
north of the Capitol, to the Capitol........... 500 00 


| For compen<ating Charles Gordon for services 


rendered under the resolutions of the Senate 
of the second of July, eighteen hyndred and 
thirty-six, and the twenty-cighth of June, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-eight...............+. 1,800 00 


| For compicting the special repairs heretofore pro- 


poscd in the President’s house, includingade- | 
ficiency in a former ap propriation uane caviinas.caeeae 


|| For the purchase of two tire-engines for the Cap- 


itol, the Marine Barracks, and the Navy-Yard, 
including apparatus, and "for suction and hose 
for the Perseverance Fire Company.......... 10,100 00 


For the service of the General Post Office for 
the year cighteén hundred and thirty-nine, 
in conformity to the act of the second of 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, viz: 

For the transportation of the mails. . 3,529,000 
For compensation of postinasters..... 1,091,000 
bor ship, steamboat, and way letters... 35,000 


For Wrapping-paper...cccsccceseesss 25,000 
For office furniture .....6 cseeeeeeeees 6,000 
For advertising...cccscacsesccessssee 38,000 © 
WOT TOM-Dage 2, 00. ccrccdesscssesieece 48,000 
For blanks 6% is ceive cx eesisvsrgessve |) SECO 
For mail-locks, keys, and stamps..... 12,000 
For mail depredations and special 

QGFCDUS. .. veins ce. ccseweocssessuseesss! ASSO 
For clerks for Offices ........s.eee006 200,000 
For miscellaneous......seeseeeess0e+ 67,000 

5,100,000 00 


H. R. No, 1176. 


For outfit and salary for a special minister to 
Great Britain....,.....eccencdscsesdesrseeces 16,000 08 


H. R. No. 1146. 


| For the erection of a jail in the city of Washing- 
isbacce ane nee § npenccegee hens Meee ee 


H. R. No, 1138. 


For taking the sixth census or enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States.........« 20,000.00 
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